Ifreton  Urban  District  Council 


REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1956 

To  which  is  added  certain  details  by  the  Surveyor 

for  the  same  year. 


B 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

ALEXANDER  LAURIE,  m.b.,  ch  b.,  d.p.h. 

(resigned  30th  November,  1956). 

PHILIP  WEYMAN,  l.r.c.p. & s.e.,  l.r.f.p.&s.,  d.p.h. 

FRANCIS  P.  WALTERS, 

Acting  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 

ERNEST  MERCER,  m.r.s.h,  f a.p.h.i. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent 
and  Shops  Act  Inspector. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2880028x 


ASfreton  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Committee : 

COUNCILLOR  M.  HEWITT  (Chairman) 
Members : All  the  members  of  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


*PHILIP  WEYMAN,  l.r.c.p.  & s.e.,  l.r.f.p.  & s.,  d.ph., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

*A.  LAURIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (resigned  30th  November,  1956) 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Cleansing  Superintendent 

and  Shops  Act  Inspector  : 

*E.  MERCER,  m.r.s.h.,  f.a.p.h.i. 

(Cert,  for  Meat  and  Food  Inspection) 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

*G.  T.  HA.YES,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

General  Clerk  : Receptionist  and  Shorthand  Typist 

MISS  B.  M.  BETTISON.  MISS  D.  RANDLE. 


* Exchequer  grant  contributions  to  salary. 


1956-1957 


Alfreton  Urban  District  Counci 


Chairman:  Councillor  B.  F.  Weston 
Vice-Chairman  : Councillor  R.  Bowlzer 


ALFRETON  WARD 


Date  elected 


1950 

1946 

1921 

1950 

1949 

1954 

1956 


Councillor  R.  BOWLZER 

„ G.  H.  COWHAM 

„ G.  W.  HARDY 

„ M.  HEWITT 

„ A.  McGREGOR 

„ D.  A.  WHITEMAN 

„ J.  FULLWOOD 


SOMERCOTES  WARD 

1951  Councillor  Mrs.  N.  L.  BRAMLEY 
1956  „ J.  W.  STORER 

1955  „ W.  T.  RIMMINGTON 

RIDDINGS  WARD 

1953  Councillor  T.  BRADLEY 

1938  „ H.  BRADSHAW,  c.c. 

1943  „ D.  SKELTON 

SWANWICK  WARD 

1946  Councillor  G.  HUNT 
1949  „ F.  C.  PEACOCK 

1953  „ S.  D.  SANSAM 

IRQNVILLE  WARD 

1946  Councillor  J.  GREGORY,  c.c. 

1949  „ B.  F.  WESTON 


The  Council  meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month 

at  6.30  p.m. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ALFRETON. 


Annua!  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

This  report  is  on  the  work  done  by  your  former  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Laurie.  I have  to  record  that  he  resigned 
on  obtaining  a post  in  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
He  left  at  the  end  of  November,  1956. 

I am  sure  he  would  wish  me  to  thank  all  those  who  were  of 
assistance  to  him  during  his  period  of  service. 

He  was  the  first  whole  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  hold 
this  combined  appointment,  It  is  never  an  easy  task  to  be  first 
to  hold  a new  appointment.  He  set  up  and  staffed  a new  office 
and  left  it  on  a firm  basis.  This  is  a report  on  his  last  year’s 
work  so  I can  make  little  comment  on  the  events  of  the  year  in 
the  district,  but  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to  some  items 
of  importance  and  interest. 

In  the  statistical  section  of  the  report,  infectious  diseases 
notified  were  very  low  indeed.  Generally  it  seems  it  has  been 
a year  of  low  prevalence.  Locally  there  was  a small  outbreak 
of  Whooping  Cough  but  nothing  else  of  note. 

Attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  Chief  Health  Inspector’s 
report  on  meat  inspection.  To  attain  100%  inspection  with  a 
small  staff,  when  animals  may  be  slaughtered  at  any  time  dur- 
ing the  week,  is  a praiseworthy  effort  indeed.  Co-operation  of 
the  slaughtermen  and  butchers  is  good  but  a considerable 
amount  of  overtime  is  worked  by  your  staff  to  provide  this 
service. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  diseased  meat  prevented  from 
reaching  the  shops  and  the  housewife,  that  it  is  a very  essential 
part  of  the  Health  Department  work.  Handling  of  diseased 
meat  by  the  butcher  and  housewife  could  cause  transfer  of 
organisms  to  the  individuals  at  home  with  serious  consequences. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  force  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  Health  Inspectors  have  done  a con- 
siderable amount  of  quiet  work  in  this  connection  but  there  has 
been  some  limitation  because  of  the  considerable  pressure  of 
work. 
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These  regulations  lay  down  requirements  in  respect  of  (1)  the 
cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls,  etc.,  and  of  apparatus 
and  equipment,  (ii)  the  hygienic  handling  of  food,  (iii)  the  clean- 
liness of  persons  engaged  in  handling  of  food  and  of  their  cloth- 
ing, and  the  action  to  be  taken  where  they  suffer  from,  or  are 
carriers  of,  certain  infections,  (iv)  the  construction  of  food 
premises,  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  food  premises,  stalls, 
vehicles,  etc.,  and  the  facilities  to  be  provided,  and  (v)  the  tem- 
perature at  which  certain  foods  that  are  particularly  liable  to 
transmit  disease  are  to  be  kept  in  food  premises. 

An  important  piece  of  legislation,  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  was 
closely  studied. 

One  step  needed  to  investigate  local  pollution  is  the  setting 
up  of  measuring  stations  in  your  area.  Observation  of  the 
many  domestic  chimneys  shows  quite  obviously  the  source  of 
much  of  the  pollution.  It  shows  too  a picture  of  wasted  fuel. 

Progress  in  the  matter  will  not  be  rapid.  Much  would  be 
done  if  cheaper  smokeless  fuels  were  available.  Most  people 
would  use  the  cheapest  and  little  persuasion  would  be  needed 
if  it  was  a satisfactory  fuel. 

I am  grateful  to  the  staff  of  your  Health  Department  and  the 
staff  at  my  Alfreton  Office  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this 
report. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


1.  General  Statistics 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  5,023 

Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  23,480 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  7,622 

Number  of  families  (1951  census)  ...  6,770 

Rateable  value  (at  31st  March,  1957)  ...  £187,769 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

(at  31st  March,  1957)  ...  £792/2/1 

Population  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  4-67 

2.  Extracts  from  vital  statistics 

Births 

Live  births  registered  ...  ...  ...  372 

Still  births  registered  ...  ...  ...  7 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  15-84 
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Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability  factor  0-97)  ...  15-36 

Birth  rate,  England  and  Wales  ..  ...  15-7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  ...  18-47 

Still  birth  rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  23-0 

Deaths 

Deaths  registered  ...  ...  ...  241 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  10-26 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  1-18)...  12-11 

Death  rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11-7 

Maternal  deaths  (pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion)  1 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  2-64 

Maternal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  0-56 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  ...  ...  9 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  24-19 

Infant  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  23-8 

Infant  deaths  (legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  9 

Infant  deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age...  0 

Infant  deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  ...  5 

Neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  13-44 

Neonatal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  16-9 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  0-085 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  0-109 
Tuberculosis,  other  Forms,  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  0-012 
Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  ...  0-298 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus, 

England  and  Wales  ...  0-407 

Cancer,  other  Forms  ...  ...  ...  1-618 

Cancer,  other  Forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  L668 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

All  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  through- 
out the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Alfreton  supplies  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in 
the  area 

Medical  Practitioners  send  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  in  their  practice.  Their  excellent  co-operation  ensures 
that  investigation  can  be  carried  out  into  suspected  cases  of 
food  poisoning,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis,  etc.,  at  the  earlist  pos- 
sible moment.  Some  notifications  come  primarily  by  telephone. 
This  is  much  appreciated. 
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Additional  information  about  infectious  diseases  and  undiag- 
nosed illnesses  come  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations, 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
diseases,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar 
General.  This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  pre- 
valent disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or  towns. 

Population. 

It  was  estimated  that  at  the  30th  June,  1956,  the  population  of 
the  Urban  District  was  23,480.  This  is  an  increase  of  50  over  the 
number  estimated  at  the  same  time  in  1955.  Reference  to  the 
Summary  of  Statistics  will  show  a natural  increase  of  the  pop- 
ulation, that  is,  an  increase  of  live  births  over  deaths  for  the  year 
as  a whole  of  131,  as  against  122  for  1955. 

The  population  trend  for  the  years  1946-1956  is  shown  in 
Table  4. 

Births. 

372  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year  giving  a birth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  15*84.  This  figure  can  be 
compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  15*7  by  the 
application  of  the  comparability  factor.  This  year  the  factor  of 
0*97  gives  a birth  rate  for  comparative  purposes  of  15*36. 

Reference  to  Table  4 will  show  the  birth  rates  for  the  last  10  years. 

The  7 stillbirths  give  a rate  per  thousand  births  (live  and  still)  of 
18.47  (see  Table  2)  and  it  can  be  seen,  from  reference  to  the  Sum- 
mary of  Statistics,  that  this  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  24 1 , giving  a crude  death  rate 
per  thousand  of  the  population  of  10.26.  When  adjusted  for  sex 
and  age  distribution  by  the  application  of  the  comparability  factor 
of  1.18  the  rate  is  then  12.1 1 and  can  be  compared  with  the  England 
and  Wales  figure  of  11.7. 

Reference  to  Table  4 will  show  the  rates  over  the  last  10  years. 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases. 

Table  5 gives  details  of  the  241  deaths  registered.  It  will  be  seen 
that,  as  in  previous  years,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  sys- 
tem were  responsible  for  the  largest  number  of  deaths,  namely,  61 
males  and  66  females.  This  total  of  127  can  be  further  analysed 
by  breaking  it  down  into  smaller  groups  of  distinct  diseases  and 
shows  that  42  deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  41  to  coronary  disease  and  32  to  other  diseases  of  the  heart. 

The  remaining  12  deaths  in  this  group  were  caused  by  various 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 
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Cancer  was  responsible  for  the  next  largest  group  of  deaths,  this 
number  being  45.  The  largest  single  group  of  deaths  was  from  can- 
cer of  the  stomach,  this  causing  the  deaths  of  8 males  and  2 females, 
whilst  cancer  of  the  lung  was  the  cause  in  the  deaths  of  6 males  and 
1 female.  Reference  to  the  Summary  of  Statistics  will  show  that 
the  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  the  various  forms 
of  cancer  are,  as  last  year,  lower  than  those  for  Hngland  and  Wales. 

2 Males  were  registered  as  dying  from  Respiratory  Tubercu- 
losis (see  Table  6 for  details).  Although  this  is  a slight  increase 
on  last  years  numbers  reference  to  the  Summary  of  Statistics 
will  show  that  the  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population 
from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  are  lower  than  those  for  the 
Country  as  a whole. 

The  1 1 deaths  occurring  as  a result  of  accidents  can  be  divided 
into  3 main  groups,  namely:  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents,  Indus- 
trial Accidents  and  Home  Accidents  (mostly  involving  elderly 
people). 

Home  accidents  were  responsible  for  5 of  the  11  deaths  and 
with  one  exception  were  all  old  persons  over  75.  Three  of  these 
cases  were  falls  whilst  the  fourth  was  an  old  man  of  84  dying 
from  extensive  burns  after  falling  asleep  when  smoking  in  bed. 

Four  persons,  viz. : 2 pedestrians,  a cyclist  and  a motor  cyclist, 
died  as  a result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

Of  the  remaining  accidental  deaths  1 man  died  following  a 
colliery  accident. 

The  number  of  suicides  has  risen  this  year.  2 females  and  1 
male  died,  all  being  between  the  age  of  30  and  40.  Coal  gas  was 
the  means  used  in  two  cases  and  drowning  in  the  third. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  9 deaths  occurring  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
gives  a rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  24-19  (see  Table  3) 
which  is  only  slightly  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate 
of  23*8.  5 of  these  deaths  were  of  children  under  4 weeks  of  age. 

Of  the  total  infant  deaths  7 were  due  to  a congenital  mal- 
formation or  had  been  born  prematurely. 

Infectious  Disease. 

1956  was  a very  quiet  year  from  the  Infectious  Disease  point  of 
view,  there  being  only  145  cases  notified. 

This  number  is  made  up  almost  entirely  of  'whooping  cough  cases, 
123  having  been  registered.  All  but  three  of  these  cases  were  in  chil- 
dren of  school  age  and  under,  and  occurred  mainly  in  the  spring 
and  early  summer.  Reference  to  Table  10  will  show  that  123  is 
the  highest  number  registered  in  the  last  ten  years. 
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Only  22  other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  these 
being:  Tuberculosis  12,  Measles  4,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Pneumonia 
2,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 and  Dysentery  1. 

Tables  6,  7,  8,  9 and  10  give  details  of  age,  sex  distribution, 
seasonal  incidence,  etc.,  of  these  diseases. 

Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  notifications  have  increased  since  last  year ; 8 
new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  4 cases  of  Non- 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  have  been  discovered.  Table  6 gives 
details  of  sex  and  age  of  these  cases  and  Table  7 shows  the  in- 
cidence over  the  last  10  years. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Nottingham  Area  No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried 
out  a survey  in  Alfreton  during  the  period  17th  April  to  the 
10th  May,  1956. 

A total  of  3,401  persons  were  X-rayed,  of  which  2,420  were 
members  of  the  general  public,  872  school  children  and  109 
other  persons  (Derby  Training  College).  This  total  shows  a 
considerable  decrease  from  the  4,956  persons  X-rayed  when 
the  unit  last  visited  Alfreton  in  1954,  but  this  is  due  to  the  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  organisations,  schools,  etc.,  taking  part 
from  outside  the  Urban  District  and  to  the  three  completely 
blank  days  when  the  X-ray  unit  was  out  of  order.  Since  the 
last  survey  in  1954  the  minimum  age  at  which  children  can 
attend  has  been  lowered  by  one  year,  to  13,  and  this  probably 
accounts  for  the  increase  of  259  school  children  from  the 
Alfreton  area  who  were  X-rayed  this  year. 

No  case  of  active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  discovered 
but  7 cases  requiring  observation  were  found  and  referred  to 
the  Chest  Physician  for  further  investigation.  This  figure  gives 
an  incidence  of  0*21%  and  is  lower  than  the  number  expected 
from  a survey  of  this  type.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of 
these  cases  was  examined  in  1954  when  no  evidence  of 
Tuberculosis  was  found,  thus  showing  the  value  of  routine 
mass  X-ray  of  the  population.  Three  other  cases  were  referred 
to  the  Chest  Physician,  two  were  confirmed  as  inactive 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  whilst  the  third  was  for  a disease 
other  than  tuberculosis.  One  person  was  referred  to  the 
Pneumoconiosis  Clinic. 


Table  1. 

Births. 

Births 

Legitimate 

M. 

f. 

Total 

Illegitimate 
M.  F. 

Total 

Live 

...  187 

172 

359 

3 

10 

13 

Still 

...  5 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Table  2. 


Stillbirths. 


1946-1956. 


Rate  per 

Rate  per 

thousand  Births 

thousand  Births 

Year  Number  (Live  and  Still) 

Year 

Number 

(Live  and  Still) 

1946  10 

23*47 

1952 

19 

50-27 

1947  17 

36-72 

1953 

11 

28-8 

1948  6 

14-15 

1954 

7 

17-33 

1949  10 

2*3-7 

1955 

13 

37-35 

1950  17 

42-29 

1956 

7 

18-47 

1951  10 

23-26 

Table  3. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Infant  deaths 

M F 

Total 

M F Total 

Under  one 

year  of  age  ... 

7 2 

9 

— — — 

Under  fou 

r weeks  of  age... 

4 1 

5 

— — — 

Table  4. 

Rates  - Comparative  Tables 

- 1946-1956. 

Population  - Births  and  Deaths  - 

Infant  mortality 

Infant 

Mortality 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate  rate 

Population 

(per  1 ,000  of  (per  1 ,000  of  (per  1,000 

Year 

(estimated) 

population) 

population)  live  births) 

1946 

21,950 

19-13 

12-34 

23-6 

1947 

22,170 

20*88 

11-63 

41-03 

1948 

22,710 

18-66 

10-56 

52-63 

1949 

22,930 

17-96 

11-81 

52-10 

1950 

23,300 

16-82 

11-2 

28-57 

1951 

23,170 

14-28 

11-26 

24-16 

1952 

23,130 

16-34 

9-16 

27-88 

1953 

23,220 

16-60 

10-43 

40-42 

1954 

23,370 

16-99 

10-61 

22-67 

1955 

23,430 

14-29 

9-09 

26-86 

1956 

23,480 

15-84 

10-26 

24-19 

Table  5.  Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F.  Total 

1 Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

— 2 

2 Tubercu 

losis,  other 

— 

m — ,m 

3 Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 1 

4 Diphtheria  ... 

5 Whooping  Ccugh 



— — _____ 

6 Meningococcal  Infection 



- 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis 



8 Measles 

• • • 

— 



9 Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  1 
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lCLMalignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

• • • 

8 

2 

10 

11 

» ,,  Lung,  Bronch 

us 

6 

1 

7 

12 

,,  Breast 

• • • 

— 

4 

4 

13 

„ ,,  Uterus 

• • • 



— - 

— 

14 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

16 

8 

24 

15 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 



— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Syste 

m 

26 

16 

42 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

• • • 

18 

23 

41 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

2 

4 

6 

20 

Other  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

9 

17 

26 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

• • • 

6 

6 

12 

22 

Influenza 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

6 

5 

11 

24 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

9 

3 

12 

25 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

• • • 

2 

— 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

• • * 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

• • • 

1 

2 

3 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

• • • 

2 

— 

2 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

• • • 

— 

1 

1 

31 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

— 

2 

32 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

8 

7 

15 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

3 

1 

4 

34 

All  Other  Accidents 

4 

3 

7 

36 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

... 

1 

2 

3 

All  Causes 

... 

134 

107 

241 

Table  6.  Tuberculosis,  1956:  New  cases  and  mortality. 


New 

cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  one  year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

15 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— — 

25 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— — 

Total 

6 

2 

1 

3 

2 



. 
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Table  7 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  1946-1956. 


Year 

M. 

Respiratory 

F. 

Total 

1946 

— 

— 

7 

1947 

— 

— 

10 

1948 

— 

— 

14 

1949 

— 

— 

17 

1950 

— 

— 

11 

1951 

— 

— 

29 

1952 

— 

— 

19 

1953 

— 

— 

10 

1954 

— 

— 

10 

1955 

2 

5 

7 

1956 

6 

2 

8 

Grand 

Non-respiratory  Total 

M.  F.  Total 

— — 7 14 

— — 3 13 

— 4 18 

— — 5 22 

— — 2 13 

— — 1 30 

— — 4 20 

— — 3 13 

— — 1 11 

— — 7 

1 3 4 12 


CORHIG-MDA. 


Page  10  Table  5 

Delete  - 36#  Homicide  and 

Operations  of  War  12  3 


Insert  - 35*  Suicide  12  3 

36.  Homicide  and 

Operations  of  War  - - - 
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Table  8. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1956. 

Age  groups 
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Non-paralytic 
Paralytic 
Para-Typhoid 
Food  Poisoning 
Dysentery 


Table  9. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1956 

Seasonal  Incidence. 
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Para-Typhoid 
Food  Poisoning 


Table  10. 

Notifiable  Diseases  - (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

1946  - 1956  - All  Ages 
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PROVISION  OF  CLINICS. 


Derbyshire  County  Council — 

County  Clinic,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton.  Tel.  Alfreton  219. 

Speech  Therapy,  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 

Ante-natal  Clinic,  Friday,  9 to  12.30  and  1.30  to  4 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Tuesday,  9 to  12.30  and  1.30  to  4 p.m. 

Eye  Clinic,  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoons 

(by  appointment) 

School  Health  Service  Clinic,  each  Wednesday  morning 

and  each  Saturday  morning  (Doctor  in  attendance). 

Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Thursday  morning  and  afternoon. 

Wesleyan  Church,  Somercotes. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  2nd  and  4th  Mondays,  1.30  to  4 p.m. 

Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Chest  Clinic,  County  Clinic,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton. 

Tuesday  and  Friday,  9.30  to  12.30. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


Part  1 of  the  Act. 


1.  Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  :- 


No.  on. 

Premises  register 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities.  ...  5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority.  ...  ...  93 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers  pre- 
mises). ...  ...  — 


N umber  of 
Ins-  written 
pections  notices 


6 


33  1 


occupiers 

prosecuted 


Total  98  39  1 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  No.  of  cases 

in  which 

referred  prosecutions 
to  H M.  by  H M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  — 
Overcrowding  (S.2)  — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  — 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  — 

of  floors  (S.6)  — 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  — 

(a)  Insufficient.  ...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  — 

(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes  — 
Other  offences  against 
the  act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)  ...  ...  1 


1 1 


Total  1 1 1 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act. — Outwork. 

No.  of 

No.  of  cases  of 
outworkers  default  in 
in  August  sending 

Nature  of  Work  list  reqd.  by  list  to  the  Notices  Prose- 

Sec.  1 10  (1)  (c)  Council  served  cutions 

Wearing  apparel  : making  etc.  126  — — — 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  12  — — — 

Nets  other  than  wire  nets  19  — — — 

Others  — — — 

Total  157  — — 
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Surveyor’s  Report. 


To  the.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Alf reton  Urban  District  Council. 

I append  herewith  a summarised  report  compiled  in  accord- 
ance with  Circular  2/50  dated  25th  January,  1950. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  report  is  of  a brief  character 
only  and  by  no  means  embraces  the  full  working  of  my  depart- 
ment. 

To  enumerate  fully  the  statistics  and  records  of  all  the  under- 
takings in  my  control  would  entail  a special  staff,  and  the  final 
report  would  be  much  too  long  for  this  purpose. 


Water  Supply. 


The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  year  1956:- 


Supplied  by  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 
Pumped  at  Lea  Hall  borehole 
Pumped  at  Lindway  borehole 
Pumped  at  South  Wingfield  Colliery 
Supplied  from  impounding  reservoirs 


Gallons 

206,819,000 

73.731.000 

22.702.000 


87,107,000 


390,359,000 


The  following  figures  supplied,  by  meter  for  trade  purposes, 
relate  to  the  year  ending  the  31st  March,  1957,  and  the  calcula- 
tions below  are  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  population 
supplied  by  the  Council  was  20,760  :- 

Gallons  per  head 
per  day 

For  domestic  and  public  purposes  ...  ...  33-752 

For  trade  purposes  ...  ...  ...  14-838 

As  compensation  ...  ...  ...  2-917 


51-507 


Owing  to  the  widespread  occurrence  of  colliery  subsidence 
in  this  Urban  District  there  have  been  a large  number  of  bursts 
and  leaking  joints  on  the  water  mains  causing  considerable  in- 
convenience to  the  general  public.  One  burst  on  the  12"  main, 
four  on  the  p main,  one  on  the  8 main,  and  twenty-one  (21) 
on  the  2" -3" -4"  mains.  During  the  year  the  Derwent  Valley 
Water  Board  turned  off  the  water  supply  to  Alfreton  on  two 
occasions  to  effect  repairs,  in  June  and  July. 
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Water  Supply  : Additions 

New  distributing  mains  - Somercotes  Hill 
196  lin.  yds.  of  9"  iron  water  main. 

New  distributing  mains  - Somercotes  South  Spire  Site :- 
564  lin.  yds.  of  4"  iron  water  main. 

276  lin.  yds.  of  3"  iron  water  main. 

Replacement  mains  - Greenhill  Lane,  Riddings:- 
204  lin.  yds.  of  4"  asbestos  water  main. 

128  lin.  yds.  of  3“  iron  water  main. 

4 Additional  new  hydrants  have  been  fixed. 

43  New  and  reconditioned  hydrants  have  been  used  for 
conversion  to  modern  requirements. 

Water  Sampling. 

From  the  Lindway  source 

Fluorine  tests  on  three  samples  in  the  Alfreton  U.D. :- 

Sample  1.  0.25  p.p.m.  Fluorine. 

,,  2.  0.20  p.p.m.  „ 

,,  3.  0.10  p.p.m.  ,, 

,,  4.  0.16  p.p.m.  „ 

,,  5.  0.18  p.p.m.  ,, 

Bacteriological 

Treated  water  - of  14  samples  taken,  13  were  satisfactory  and 
one  unsatisfactory. 

Untreated  water  - of  four  samples  taken,  all  were  unsatis- 
factory. 

Chemical  :- 

Four  samples  were  taken  of  untreated  water  from  the  Lea 
and  Lindway  sources  - all  were  satisfactory. 

Waste  of  Water  Notices  - Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Eight  notices  have  been  sent  to  owners  of  property  to  repair 
burst  pipes,  etc.,  causing  wastage  of  water. 

394  Taps  have  had  new  washers  fitted  free  of  charge  by  the 
Water  Inspector,  in  order  to  conserve  the  water  supply. 

Water  Abstraction  Regulations,  1947. 

Under  Section  6 of  the  Water  Act,  1945. 

A daily  record  has  been  kept  of  water  pumped  from  Lea  bore- 
hole and  Lindway  borehole,  and  water  analyses  taken,  and 
returns  sent  to  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  and  Mu- 
seum in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations. 
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Housing. 

There  were  44  traditional  houses,  bungalows,  and  flats  com- 
pleted during  the  year  by  the  Alfreton  U.D.C.  In  addition,  51 
houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

The  number  of  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1956 
by  private  enterprise  was  23. 


Housing  Programme  Summary  at  31st  December,  1956. 

(a)  Pre-war  houses 

( b ) Post-war  houses  :- 

Pease  Close  Estate  :- 

456 

Two-bedroom  bungalows 

• • • 

14 

One-bedroom  bungalows 

• • • 

8 

Three  bedrooms 

• • • 

88 

Two  bedrooms 

• • • 

112 

Gregory  flats 

• • • 

40 

Firs  Estate 

• • • 

124 

Firs  Estate  Extension  - two  bedroom 

is... 

110 

,,  ,,  - three  bedroo 

ms 

12 

„ „ - bungalows 

• • • 

4 

Limes  Avenue  - three  bedrooms 

• • • 

32 

,,  - two  bedrooms 

• • * 

98 

„ - bungalows  ... 

• • • 

8 

Colin  Street  - bungalows 

• • • 

14 

„ - two  bedrooms 

• • • 

10 

Rodgers  Lane 

• • • 

3 

Swanwick 

42 

Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes 

4 

Ironville 

Cottage  Farm,  Somercotes :- 

• • • 

4 

Houses  - three  bedrooms 

132 

Houses  - two  bedrooms 

104 

Bungalows  - two  bedrooms 

8 

Bungalows  - one  bedroom 

10 

254 

Park  Side  houses  - two  bedrooms 

24 

Windmill  Estate 

• • • 

12 

1017 

Flats  (Firs  House) 

2 

Aluminium  bungalows 

20 

Huts  (Swanwick  Hayes) 

• • • 

9 

31 

1048 


1504 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  large  works  of  repair  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Flooding  of  streets  and  even  houses  has  occurred  during  heavy 
storms  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  sewers. 

Many  of  the  existing  sewers  and  sewerage  disposal  works  in 
the  Alfreton  Urban  District  are  seriously  overloaded  during 
wet  periods. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  sewage  outfall  works  in  the 
Alfreton  Urban  District :- 

Meadow  Lane  sewage  farm,  Meadow  Lane,  Alfreton. 
Highfields  sewage  farm,  off  Wingfield  Road,  Alfreton. 
Birchwood  sewage  farm,  Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes. 
Swanwick  sewage  farm,  off  Derby  Road,  Swanwick. 
Greenhill  Lane  sewage  farm,  Greenhill  Lane,  Riddings. 
Newlands  sewage  farm,  Newlands  Road,  Riddings. 
Codnor  Park  sewage  farm,  off  Main  Road,  Pye  Bridge. 
Cotes  Park  sewage  farm,  off  Nottingham  Rd.,  Somercotes. 

Highways. 

Road  works  have  been  carried  out  on  County  roads  as 
follows 

A 615. 

Section  : High  Street,  Alfreton. 

Length  : 285  yds.,  concrete  foundations  to  carriageway, 
re-shape  road,  new  kerbs,  and  footpath  re-slabbed. 
Section  : Mansfield  Road,  near  Firs  Avenue. 

Length  : 20  yds.,  kerbs  and  re-shape  footpath. 

Section:  Mansfield  Road,  High  Street  to  boundary. 
Length  : 1,250  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

A 613. 

Section:  Tiger  Inn  to  boundary. 

Length  : 2,500  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

B 6016. 

Section  : Pentrich  Road,  Swanwick. 

Length  : 600  yds.,  new  kerb  and  footpath  re-surfaced. 
Section  : School  Street,  Swanwick. 

Length  : 140  yds.,  new  kerb  and  footpath  re-surfaced. 
Section  : Swanwick  Road,  Leabrooks,  level  crossings  to 
Godbehere’s  shop. 

Length  : 200  yds.,  new  kerb  and  footpath  re-surfaced. 
Section  : Greenhill  Lane,  Builders’  Supply  to  B.R.S.  Depot. 
Length  : 400  yds.,  new  kerb  and  footpath  re-surfaced. 
Section  : High  Street,  Riddings,  Chapel  to  Doctors  Corner. 
Length  : 600  yds.,  new  kerb  and  footpath  re-surfaced. 
Section  : Pentrich  Road,  boundary  to  traffic  lights. 

Length  : 700  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 
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Section  : Traffic  lights  to  level  crossings. 

Length  : 1,470  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

Section  : Level  crossings,  Doctors  Corner. 

Length  : 1,580  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

Section:  Chapel  to  top  of  Bullock  Lane  Hill. 

Length  : 200  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

B 6017. 

Section : Sleetmoor  Lane  to  Cemetery  Road. 

Length  : 420  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

Class  111.  Newlands  - Golden  Valley. 

Section  : Codnor  Hill. 

Length  : 1,000  yds.,  road  tar-sprayed. 

Unclassified.  Sleetmoor  Lane. 

Section:  Swain’s  garage  to  railway  bridge. 

Length  : 900  yds.,  re-pave  footpath. 

District  Roads. 

Section : Quarry  Road. 

Length  : 500  yds.,  new  kerbs  and  footpath  re-paved. 

Tar-spraying  of  District  roads  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
Alfreton  Urban  District  as  follows :- 

Alfreton  : Firs  Avenue,  Willows  Avenue,  Willows  Close,  Elms 
Avenue,  Elms  Close,  Birch  Close,  Cedar  Avenue,  Beech 
Avenue,  Oak  Drive,  Arthur  Street,  Frederick  Street, 
Bishop  Street,  Hardy  Street,  Rodgers  Lane,  Park  Street, 
Colliery  Road,  Wilson  Street,  ’Bus  Stand,  Catherine 
Street. 

Somercotes  and  Leabrooks  : Ralph  Drive,  Springfield  Cres- 
cent, Windmill  Rise, Ward  Drive,  Baker  Close,  Park  Side, 
Spencer  Drive,  Quarry  Road  (part),  Norman  Road,  Wood 
Street. 

Swanwick : Chapel  Street,  New  Street,  South  Street,  West- 
ern Avenue,  High  Street. 

Riddings  : Nottingham  Lane,  Spring  Road,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Market  Place. 

Openings  in  Public  Highways. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  306  applications  for  per- 
mission to  break  up  public  highways.  Consequently  reinstate- 
ments in  all  these  cases  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Council 
and  charges  made  to  the  respective  applicants. 

Cemeteries. 

Interments  during  the  year  1956:- 

Alfreton  cemetery  ...  ...  67 

Leabrooks  cemetery  ...  ...  60 
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Memorials  erected  during  1956:- 

Alfreton  : headstones  and  kerbs  ...  27 

vases  ...  ...  14 

inscriptions  ...  ...  19 

Leabrooks : headstones  and  kerbs  ...  24 

vases  ...  ...  22 

inscriptions  ...  ...  16 


Since  the  flat  section  started  in  each  cemetery  there  have 
been  111  burials  at  Alfreton  and  100  at  Leabrooks.  During 
1956  there  have  been  31  at  Alfreton  and  25  at  Leabrooks. 

Pleasure  Grounds. 

Generally,  the  pleasure  grounds  were  maintained  in  good 
order  in  view  of  the  amount  of  labour  available  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  pleasure  grounds  and  playing 
fields  in  the  Urban  District  that  are  controlled  by  the  Council  :- 

Alfreton  Miners’  Welfare  Ground  - 14  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 football  pitch 
2 bowling  greens 
5 tennis  courts 
1 putting  green 
1 pavilion 

Alma  Watchorn  Park  - Gardens  - 2-5  acres. 

Watchorn  Playing  Fields  - 4 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 hockey  and  1 cricket  pitch 
1 paddling  pool 

Somercotes  Welfare  Ground  - 8 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 bowling  green 
4 tennis  courts 

1 18-hole  putting  green 

2 pavilions 

Somercotes  Cricket  Ground  - 6 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 football  pitch 

1 cricket  pitch 

Pye  Bridge  Recreation  Ground,  12  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 football  pitch 
Riddings  Recreation  Ground  - 12  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 bowling  green 

2 tennis  courts 
gardens 

2 football  pitches 
1 pavilion 

Codnor  Park  Recreation  Ground  - 9 acres. 

Facilities:  4 tennis  courts  (2  grass) 

1 football  pitch 

2 pavilions 
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Birchwood  Woods  - Woodlands  - 12  acres. 

Swanwick  Playing  Fields  - 1 acre. 

Facilities  : children’s  swings 

Alfreton  Market. 

The  Friday  market  was  fully  let  with  all  58  stalls  occupied  for 
most  of  the  year.  The  average  lettings  is  just  over  57  per  week, 
due  to  stallholders’  absence  in  very  bad  weather  and  holiday 
periods. 

Saturday  market  lettings  increased  gradually  through  the 
year,  fluctuating  slightly  with  the  season. 

Notifications  of  Defects  by  Public  Health  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector  has  referred  1 12 
complaints  to  me  for  my  attention.  A large  number  of  these 
were  of  a technical  character  relating  to  building  construction. 
Appropriate  action  was  taken  and  the  complaints  remedied. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  all  officers  of  the 
Council. 


Generally. 

Outdoor  Staff.  It  will  be  realised  that  the  division  of  the  em- 
ployees between  the  various  departments  fluctuates  according 
to  the  season  and  the  nature  of  the  current  works ; howev  er, 
I have  endeavoured  to  average  out  the  numbers  throughout  the 
year 


Water  works  : 

1 Waste  water  Inspector 
1 Plumber  and  turncock 
1 Water  bailiff 

1 Plumber’s  mate 
6 Labourers 

Highways  ( County  and 
District  roads)  : 

2 Paviors 

1 Ganger 

18  Labourers 
General : 

2 Tractor  drivers 

2 Motor  lorry  drivers 
2 Roller  drivers 

1 Compressor  operator 

2 Hedgecutters 


Gulley  emptying  : 

1 Gulley  emptier  driver 

1 Gulley  emptier  driver’s  mate 
Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal : 

5 Sewage  farm  attendants 
4 Labourers 
Cemeteries  : 

2 Sextons 

2 Labourers 

2 Chapel  cleaners  (part-time) 
Market : 

Labourer  (7  hours  per  week) 
Public  conveniences  : 
li  Male  cleaners 
1 Female  cleaner 
Public  offices  : 

1 Cleaner 
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Housing  repairs  : 

1 Bricklayer  supervisor 

3 Bricklayers 

1 Bricklayers’  mate 

2 Plumbers 

4 Painters 

5 Labourers 
1 Joiner 

1 Gardener 


Depot : 

1 Storekeeper 
Street  scavenging  : 

1 Mechanical  sweeper  driver 
3 Labourers 
Pleasure  grounds  : 

5 Groundsmen 

6 Gardeners 


Total  - 95  workmen. 


Supervisory  staff : 

Highways  Superintendent  and  General  Foreman  : A.  Hough. 

Clerk  of  Works:  S.  Shelton  and  R.  Brown. 

I have  received  good  co-operation  from  the  outside  staff  and 
this  has  enabled  me  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  the  year’s  pro- 
gramme of  works  satisfactorily. 


Technical  office  staff : 

Deputy  Surveyor 
Technical  Assistant 
Chief  Clerk 
Senior  Clerk 
Clerk  and  Typist 


F.  H.  Hanbury,  a.m.t.p.i. 

G.  Wibberley 
D.  I.  Dowman 
Miss  P.  H.  Cox 
J.  Hopson 


My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  office  staff  for  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  and  enthusiasm  for  their  work  which  has  en- 
abled the  department  to  run  efficiently. 


It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  work  of  my  department  is  of  a 
highly  important  and  technical  nature  requiring  great  care  and 
attention  to  detail  and  involves  the  control  of  the  majority  of 
the  important  public  services. 


F.  P.  WALTERS, 

Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  the 
Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Urban  District. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  sixteenth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1956. 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with 
Circulars  19/56  dated  11th  December,  1956,  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  accordance  with  Articles  6 (3)  and 
17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations, 
1935,  and  1951,  and  Article  14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
Order,  1926. 

The  former  requests  the  Council  to  give  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1956,  and  the  latter  requires  officers  to 
furnish  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a report  of  their 
work  during  the  year  under  review  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  31st  December. 

Paragraph  4. 

The  circular  specifically  requires  that  Reports  of  previous 
years  be  amplified  as  necessary  to  include 

(i)  The  number,  if  available,  of  food  premises  in  the  area 
by  type  of  business. 

(ii)  The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1 955  ; or  under 
Local  Acts,  and  the  number  of  dairies  registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949/54. 

(iii)  The  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 
with  informative  comment  as  necessary. 

(iv)  Any  new  educational  activity  (e.g.,  inauguration  of 
clean  food  guilds  or  lectures  on  food  hygiene  and  the 
progress  of  established  educational  activity. 

(v)  The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food. 

(vi)  Reference  to  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.,) 
Regulations,  1947  and  1952. 

(vii)  Reference  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56. 

For  the  information  of  the  Council,  I also  quote  Part  II  of 
the  Circular  under  the  heading  Public  Health  Inspectors  - Change  of 
Designation.  The  Council  s attention  is  drawn  to  the  Sanitarj^ 
Inspectors’  (Change  of  Designation)  Act,  1956  which  provides 
that  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  shall  in  future  be  designated  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 
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Paragraph  19. 

Reference  is  also  made  to  Reconstitution  of  Examining  Body. 

Under  proposals  made  by  the  Minister  in  agreement  with 
interested  bodies  arising  oat  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Working  Party  on  recruitment  training  and  qualifications  of 
Sanitary  Inspectors  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board  has  been  reconstituted  as 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board.  The  objects 
of  the  new  board  may  be  summarised  as  follows :- 

(i)  To  examine  for  and  issue  a Diploma  in  Public  Health 
Inspection  as  the  basic  qualification  to  be  recognised 
by  the  Minister. 

(ii)  To  examine  for  other  certificates  it  may  consider 
necessary  for  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

(iii)  To  approve  courses  of  instruction  for  all  its  exam- 
inations. 

(iv)  To  approve  local  authorities  for  the  purposes  of  prac- 
tical training ; and 

to  keep  under  review  all  questions  relating  to  the  re- 
cruitment, training  and  examination  of  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

Para.  10. 

Paid  Pupilage.  With  regard  to  9 (iii)  local  authorities  are  re- 
minded of  the  Working  Party’s  recommendation  that  the  system 
of  paid  pupilage  for  Public  Health  Inspectors  should  be  ex- 
tended with  the  prospect  of  its  ultimately  becoming  the  normal 
avenue  of  entry,  except  for  ex-Service  candidates,  and  that 
practical  training  for  student  inspectors  should  be  obtained  in 
the  service  of  local  authorities  approved  for  the  purpose  by  the 
new  Education  Board.  The  Minister  supports  the  view  of  the 
Working  Party  that  the  best  training  is  obtained  by  those  stud- 
ents who  are  engaged  by  a local  authority  specifically  as  pupils 
or  student  public  health  inspectors  and  has  no  doubt  that  local 
authorities  will  bear  the  recommendation  in  mind  and  consider 
the  advantages  of  adopting  a system  of  paid  pupilage  or,  where 
appropriate,  of  extending  existing  arrangements. 

During  the  year,  important  legislation  and  Statutory  Instru- 
ments and  Ministry  Circulars  affecting  our  work  were  intro- 
duced as  follows: — 

S.  1906.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955.  Date  of  opera- 
tion, 1st  January,  1956. 

Food  Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations  1956.  30th  June, 
1956.  (Additional  Provisions). 

Circular  FSH  2/56,  April  17th,  1956. 

Model  Byelaws  for  Private  and  Public  Slaughterhouses. 

EMD.  4761  Slaughterhouses.  A Policy  to  Regulate  the 
Provisions  of  Slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales. 
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Public  Health  and  Medical  Subject  Reports  No.  71. 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Wales. 

Supplies  3rd  Edition,  1956. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act,  1956. 

Circ.  No.  43/56  August  13th,  1956  re  Good  Maintenance. 
Circ.  No.  44/56  August  13th,  1956.  Simplification  and  Ac- 
celeration of  Administrative  Procedure. 

We  have  made  every  endeavour  to  deal  satisfactorily  with 
the  requests  for  help  and  advice  during  the  year  under  review. 


General  sanitary  administration  : 

No.  on  Increase  Inspections 
register  or  decrease  made 


Bakehouses  ... 

8 

— 1 

8 

Canal  boats  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Common  lodging  houses... 

1 

0 

3 

Dairies 

36 

+ 1 

26 

• 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

98 

0 

44 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Ice  cream  premises 

75 

—6 

34 

Market  stalls  ... 

14 

+ 4 

784 

Milk  distributors 

32 

— 1 

54 

Moveable  dwellings — 

(a)  sites 

6 

—2 

18 

(b)  dwellings 

16 

— 3 

27 

Offensive  trades 

1 

0 

19 

Outworkers  ... 

157 

19 

0 

Preserved  food  stores 

65 

0 

248 

Shops 

471 

0 

414 

Slaughterhouses 

14 

0 

1855 

Knackers’  yards 

0 

0 

0 

Swimming  baths 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

House  and  trade  refuse. 

Portable  ashbins  in  use  and  emptied  by  the  Council 

...  8362 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  trade  refuse  ... 

43 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  salvage 

• • • 

...  178 

Night  soil. 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  weekly  ... 

785 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  twice  weekly 

...  439 

Closet  sumps  emptied  by  Council 

• • • • • • 

0 

Cesspools  emptied  by  Council 

• • • • • • 

56 

Water  closets  in  area 

• • • ••• 

...  6263 

Conversions. 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  during 

the  year  

• • • • • • 

• • • 

41 
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Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


On  the  3rd  April,  1956,  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue 
the  scheme  of  dustbin  provision  and  the  annual  charge  of  5/- 
per  year  recoverable  through  the  General  Rate  Fund.  In  view 
of  the  High  Court  decision  in  Peterborough  v.  Holditch,  it  is 
not  legal  to  operate  such  a scheme  for  individual  houses.  From 
the  4th  April,  the  Council  will  accordingly  operate  Section  75 
(1)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Owners  of  property  will  be 
considered  responsible  for  the  provision  of  dustbins  unless  there 
is  proof  that  the  tenant  is  liable. 

The  suspension  of  the  scheme,  as  anticipated,  placed  an  add- 
itional burden  on  the  department  by  making  inspections  and  re- 
inspections of  dustbins  necessary  prior  to  serving  a Statutory 
Notice,  or  where  a case  may  possibly  get  into  Court. 

The  anticipated  substitute  container  again  made  its  appear- 
ance after  an  absence  of  seven  years — the  oil  drum  with  unsuit- 
able lid — the  wash-tub  provided  with  handles  and  old  dustbin 
lid.  Ir^fte  property  owners  have  wasted  hours  of  my  valuable 
time  arguing  and  trying  to  prove  that  a wash-tub  or  an  oil-drum 
is  a marvellous  substitute  for  a dustbin,  both  from  a utilitarian 
and  financial  point  of  view. 

It  was  finally  decided  by  Council  to  adopt  a minimum  specifi- 
cation as  follows  :- 


Height  ... 
Diameter 
Body 
Lid 


Large  bin 
24in. 

20in. 

22  B.W.G. 
24  B.W.G. 


Small  bin 
20in. 

1 7in. 

22  B.W.G. 
24  B.W.G. 


Weight  to  be  not  less  than  18  lbs.  or  more  than  29  lbs. 

The  dustbin(s)  to  be  properly  galvanised  and  provided  with  a 
properly  fitting  lid. 

265  New  dustbins  were  provided  at  104  private  houses  and 
161  Council  houses.  104  Preliminary  Notices  and  21  Statutory 
Notices  were  served. 


Complaints  for  1956. 


Absence  of  dry  areas 

damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  11 

doors  ...  ...  ...  2 

door  frames  ...  ...  ...  1 

door  furniture  ...  ...  1 

eavesgutters ...  ...  ...  22 

handrails  to  stairs  ...  ...  11 

mantelshelves  ...  ...  1 

proper  drainage  ...  ...  16 

proper  paving  ...  ...  18 


Carried  forward  85 
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Brought  forward  85 

Absence  of  rainwater  downspouts  ...  ...  15 

sinks  ...  ...  ...  2 

sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  3 

sink  waste  drainage  ...  ...  3 

sash  cords  ...  ...  ...  19 

threshold  strips  ...  ...  16 

ventilation  ...  ...  ...  4 

weatherboards  ...  ...  30 

window  furniture  ...  ...  8 

Accumulation  of: 

ashes  ...  ...  ...  31 

manure  ...  ...  ...  2 

Animals  improperly  kept: 

fowls  ...  ...  ...  3 

cats  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dampness  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  124 

Dangerous  manhole  covers  ...  ...  1 

well  covers  ...  ...  ...  1 

boundary  walls  ...  ...  4 

Defective:  boilers  ...  ...  ...  8 

boiler  lids  ...  ...  ...  14 

boiler  cheeks  ...  ...  4 

brickwork  to  firebacks  ...  ...  12 

brickwork  ...  ...  ...  37 

ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  105 

cement  fillets  ...  ...  26 

cement  reveals  ...  ...  16 

chimney  pots  ...  ...  7 

chimney  stacks  ...  ...  Q 

cooking  ranges  ...  ...  12 

coppers  ...  ...  ...  4 

copper  flues  ...  ...  ...  3 

copper  chimney  stacks  ...  ...  6 

doors  ...  ...  ...  43 

door  frames  ...  ...  ...  31 

door  furniture  ...  ...  13 

door  steps  ...  ...  ...  7 

drains  ...  ...  ...  \\ 

dustbins  ...  ...  ...  H6 

eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  35 

firebars  ...  ...  ...  4 

firegrates  ...  ...  ...  19 

firegrate  doors  ...  ...  3 

flashings  ...  ...  ...  37 


Carried  forward  952 
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Brought  forward  952 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  43 

floor  joists  ...  ...  ...  2 

fireplace  surrounds  ...  ...  1 

hearths  ...  ...  ...  3 

inspection  chamber  covers  ...  2 

inspection  chamber  frames  ...  1 

jockey  bars  ...  ...  ...  3 

jockey  bar  supports  ...  ...  2 

midfeathers  in  flue  ...  ...  3 

mantelshelves  ...  ...  3 

Defective:  ovens  ...  ...  ...  6 

oven  cheeks  ...  ...  ...  14 

overflow  pipes  ...  ...  3 

pan  closet  seats  ...  ...  3 

pan  closet  front  boards  ...  ...  3 

paving  ...  ...  ...  21 

pointing  ...  ...  ...  54 

putty  work  to  windows  ...  ...  26 

rainwater  downspouts  ...  ...  22 

rainwater  downspout  hopper  heads  4 

rising  mains  ...  ...  ...  20 

roofs  ...  ...  ...  83 

ridge  tiles  to  roofs  •••  ...  3 

septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  1 

sanitary  pans  ...  ...  14 

sinks  ...  ...  ...  6 

sink  waste  gullies  ...  ...  3 

sink  waste  channels  ...  ...  4 

sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  16 

skirting  boards  ...  ...  4 

stair  treads  ...  ...  5 

taps  ...  ...  ...  3 

threshold  strips  ...  ...  2 

wall  plaster  ...  ...  ...  153 

waste  water  preventors ...  ...  8 

W.C.  pedestals  ...  ...  6 

W.C.  pedestal  joints  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  seats  ...  ...  ...  4 

weatherboards  ...  ...  3 

windows  ...  ...  ...  55 

window  frames  ...  ...  52 

window  furniture  ...  ...  11 

window  cords  ...  ...  28 

Cesspools  overflowing  ..  ...  ...  3 

Dry  rot  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


Carried  forward  1682 
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Brough  t forward  1 682 

Dilapidated  coalhouses  ...  ...  •••  12 

pan  closet  buildings  ...  ...  27 

sheds  ...  ...  ...  2 

wash-houses  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  buildings  ...  ...  1 

Dustbins  not  emptied  ...  ...  ...  32 

Dustbins  not  returned  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dustbins  damaged  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dustbin  lids  missing  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  W.C.  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Filthy  premises  ...  ...  ...  9 

Flooding  of  yards,  passages,  etc.  ...  ...  5 

Flooding  of  cellars  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  defects  ...  ...  ...  39 

Inadequate  water  supply  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  17 

Inefficient  damp  proof  courses  ...  ...  16 

Larder  floors  below  ground  level  ...  ...  17 

Noise  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

Obnoxious  smells  ...  ...  ...  18 

Pans  not  emptied  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sewage  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  8 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dust  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  42 

Vermin  : 

mosquitoes  ...  ...  ...  1 

ants  ...  ...  ...  1 

beetles  ...  ...  ...  32 

bugs  ...  ...  ...  6 

rats  ...  ...  ...  82 

mice  ...  ...  ...  9 

wasps’  nests  ...  ...  ...  2 

Seepage  of  water  into  cellars  ...  ...  1 

Wastage  of  water  ...  ...  ...  31 

Salvage  not  collected  ...  ...  ...  5 

Improper  containers  for  refuse  ...  ...  9 

External  decorations  ...  ...  ...  28 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  19 

Misuse  of  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  2 

Salvage  not  collected  ...  ...  ...  g 

Salvage  sacks  not  returned  ...  ...  2 


Total  2209 


31 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Part  2 - Sanitation  and  Buildings  (Sections  14-90). 

Sewerage  scheme  for  the  district. — The  interest  of  my  Council 
and  that  of  my  department  was  focussed  on  the  excellent  pro- 
gress being  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  scheme  for  sewage 
disposal  in  this  district.  We  are  fully  aware  that  we  are  fifty 
years  behind  the  times  in  this  important  aspect  of  urban  amen- 
ity. We  are  extremely  anxious  to  provide  every  property  owner 
with  the  opportunity  to  instal  a water  closet  and  bath  in  dwell- 
ings in  this  area.  We  are  also  desirous  of  abating  the  serious 
nuisance,  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall,  arising  from  the  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  caused  by  the  serious  overloading  of  exist- 
ing sewers  and  culverts  ; not  to  mention  the  abolition  of  un- 
sightly, evil-smelling  pail  closets,  in  some  cases  abutting  the 
footpaths  of  some  of  our  side-streets.  We  hope  the  Minister 
will  give  favourable  consideration  to  our  request  to  proceed 
with  our  proposals,  which  are  to  be  considered  at  an  Inquiry  to 
be  held  early  in  1957. 

Public  convenience , Nottingham  Road,  Somercotes. — The 
provision  of  satisfactory  and  sufficient  public  conveniences  in 
Somercotes  is  long  overdue.  The  existing  convenience  for 
males  is  situated  in  a most  unsatisfactory  spot,  where  school 
children  have  to  pass  it  going  to  and  from  school.  It  is  virtually 
impossible  to  keep  the  stalls  clean,  as  the  glaze  has  disappeared, 
and  the  stoneware  is  disintegrating.  Has  the  time  not  now 
arrived  for  the  provision  of  suitable  accommodation  on  the 
Somercotes  Market  site? 

Bank  House,  Chesterfield  Road,  Alf reton. — A serious  nuisance 
was  abated  after  my  attention  had  been  called  to  the  defective 
septic  tank  at  these  premises.  The  sewage  was  seeping  from 
the  settlement  tank  across  the  footpath  of  the  adjoining  house, 
and  into  Chesterfield  Road.  Notice  was  served  on  the  owner 
and  urgent  repairs  carried  out,  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

Argyle  House,  Swanwick  Colliery .—  Emergency  repairs  were 
carried  out  to  the  drains  and  cesspool  at  this  property  and  a 
serious  nuisance  abated. 

Pumping  Station,  Windmill  Estate,  Riddings. — Early  in 
October  my  attention  was  drawn  to  a serious  complaint  of 
flooding  and  smell  nuisance  by  the  owner  of  property  adjoining 
the  pump  house  at  Windmill  Estate,  Riddings.  In  consequence 
a Sub-Committee  met  on  the  site  to  consider  the  matter  and 
listen  to  the  complaints  of  the  person  aggrieved.  It  was  alleged 
that  there  had  been  flooding  of  the  site  due  to  interference  with 
land  drains,  culverting  and  filling  in  of  the  brook  course,  and 
that  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  remove  bricks  from  the 
wall  of  the  pump-house  to  permit  access  of  storm  water  to  the 
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pump-well;  also  of  failure  of  the  pump.  In  consequence  a 
a serious  sewage  smell  nuisance  arose  which  on  occasions  had 
driven  the  complainant  and  her  husband  indoors.  The 
Committee  gave  the  matter  very  careful  and  sympathetic 
consideration,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  had  been  no 
further  repercussions. 

Crom-ford  Canal , Golden  Valley. — As  a result  of  smell  nuis- 
ance, the  Surveyor  and  I made  an  inspection  of  the  bed  of  the 
canal  from  Ironville  to  the  top  of  the  steps  at  Golden  Valley. 
The  smell  nuisance  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  sink 
waste  drainage  has  been  deposited  for  many  years  on  the  bed 
of  the  canal.  Last  year  the  National  Coal  Board  installed  the 
Cesspools  which  we  regularly  service,  to  serve  their  property 
in  Golden  Valley.  With  the  considerably  reduced  flow  of  water, 
and  the  action  of  the  sun  on  the  offensive  deposit,  the  smell 
nuisance  is  created.  The  only  solution  is  either  dredging  of 
the  bed  of  the  canal  to  remove  the  offensive  accumulation,  or 
the  provision  of  an  increased  flow  of  water.  A letter  was 
addressed  to  the  Estate  Officer  of  the  Docks  and  Inland  Water- 
ways Executive  of  British  Railways  at  Leeds,  but  I regret  to 
say  without  any  satisfaction  whatsoever.  The  residents  of 
Golden  Valley  complain  bitterly  of  the  nuisance,  and  it  would 
appear  that  any  solution  would  be  costly  and  difficult. 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  or  Articles  and  Verminous  Persons. 

Sections  83/86. 

Of  nine  cases  of  filthy  and/or  verminous  houses  which  came 
to  my  notice  seven  were  Council-owned  property.  Drastic 
action  was  taken  by  the  Council  and  expulsion  threatened.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  these  people  have  given  an  under- 
taking prior  to  being  given  a Council  house  to  keep  it  clean,  and 
free  from  vermin. 

In  each  case  notices  were  served,  and  follow-up  visits  made 
until  all  premises  had  been  disinfested,  cleansed  and  brought  up 
to  the  desired  standard.  With  regard  to  the  first  of  the  private 
houses,  this  is  a hardy  annual  which  has  been  referred  to  in 
previous  reports. 

Many  infestations  by  cockroaches,  ants,  silverfish  and  like 
pests  have  been  dealt  with  as  a routine.  The  method  of  dealing 
with  infestations  of  cockroaches  where  wooden  floors  are  in- 
volved is  by  removing  a wooden  strip  of  floorboard  on  either 
side  of  the  fireplace,  and  to  ignite  Gammexane  Generators. 
The  floorboards  being  afterwards  secured  by  screws  for  easy 
removal  in  the  event  of  a second  treatment  being  found  neces- 
sary. The  cost  is  charged  to  the  occupier  of  the  premises. 
Insecticides  are  sold  to  ratepayers  at  cost,  enabling  them  to 
eradicate  cockroaches  and  other  pests. 
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Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

I must  record  my  thanks  to  the  Officer-in-Charge  of  the  In- 
festation Branch  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  in  the  identification 
of  unusual  specimens.  One  specimen  only  was  submitted  and 
was  identified  as  :- 

Golden  spider  beetle  (niptus  hololencus). 

The  specimen  was  brought  in  to  me  for  identification  by  the 
owner  of  a newly-erected  house.  The  specimen  appeared  to 
similate  an  immature  wood-boring  beetle  but  the  information 
received  from  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Re- 
search allayed  such  fears. 

Nuisances.  Part  3.  Sections  91 -1 1 0. 

As  required,  systematic  inspections  of  the  district  are  carried 
out  for  the  detection  and  abatement  of  nuisances.  It  will  be 
noted  that 

2127  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made, 

2209  defects  were  noted  and 
39  legal  notices  served. 

The  Clerk  and  I co-operate  to  obviate  Court  proceedings  if 
at  all  possible;  every  opportunity  being  given  to  a defaulting 
owner  or  other  individual  to  carry  out  his  or  her  obligations 
before  legal  proceedings  are  instituted.  All  nuisances  were 
abated  before  the  cases  were  brought  into  Court. 

In  seven  instances  legal  proceedings  were  requested  relating 
to  twelve  properties,  and  the  cases  actually  entered  into  Court 
before  the  nuisances  were  abated  and  proceedings  withdrawn. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Smoke  and  dust  nuisances  occurred  at  collieries  and  factories 
during  the  year.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manage- 
ment concerned.  We  realise  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the 
National  Coal  Board  and  the  management.  The  interests  of 
the  country  are  vitally  bound  up  in  the  highest  possible  output 
of  deep-mine  coal.  Boiler  plant  at  two  of  the  collieries  is  over- 
loaded and  the  forcing  of  the  plant  to  maintain  a satisfactory 
head  of  steam  is  responsible  for  the  dense  volume  of  black 
smoke  emitted  from  time  to  time  from  collieries  in  this  district. 
I have  received  an  assurance  from  an  official  of  the  National 
Coal  Board  that  the  electrification  of  these  collieries  is  antici- 
pated in  the  very  near  future  when  a great  improvement  will  be 
effected.  This  has  already  taken  place  at  one  colliery.  The  three 
colliery  spoil-banks  in  the  district  are  kept  under  observation. 

During  the  year,  certain  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  came  into  force  and  others  are  likely  to  follow  as  the 
Government  direct. 
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Under-feed  stokers  have  been  installed  in  several  small 
factories  during  the  year,  and  only  one  or  two  of  the  larger 
undertakings  are  causing  concern.  The  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  Divisional  Committee  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society  have  been  well  attended  and  were  of  exceptional  interest. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  I were 
instructed  to  attend  all  such  meetings.  We  attended  the 
following  meetings  during  the  year :- 

21st  April,  Peterborough.  Visit  to  Messrs.  F.  Perkins  Ltd., 
Diesel  Engine  Manufacturers,  followed  by  an  address  by  a 
member  of  the  firm. 

19th  July.  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Regional  Committee, 
Cambridge,  when  I am  pleased  to  record  that  my  Chairman 
was  elected  to  serve  on  the  Divisional  Executive  Committee. 
At  this  meeting,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  of 
Cambridge,  Mr.  D.  W.  Bottom,  presented  a paper  entitled 
'‘The  Clean  Air  Legislation  and  Local  Authorities,” followed 
by  a paper  on  “Solid  Fuel  Supplies”  by  L.  Warren,  Esq., 
m.a.,  d.e.c.,  Managing  Director  of  a firm  producing  Smoke- 
less Fuel. 

22nd  August.  Visit  to  the  National  Coal  Board  Carbonisation 
Plant  at  Wingerworth,  near  Chesterfield. 

8th  November.  Visit  to  Clifton  Smokeless  Zone,  Nottingham, 
and  Wilford  Power  Station  near  Nottingham,  after  which 
we  heard  an  address  by  O.  T.  Woods,  Esq.,  Chief  Genera- 
tion Engineer,  entitled  “Power  Stations  and  Smoke 
Abatement.” 

On  the  8th  September,  delegates  were  sent  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  North  East  Derbyshire  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee,  at  which  meetings  problems  and  matters  of 
material  interest  were  discussed.  One  further  meeting  of  this 
body  was  held  on  6th  December.  The  matters  discussed  were 
Miners’  fuel,  Air  Pollution  Statistics  and  the  subject  of  Clean 
Air  and  the  efficient  use  of  fuel.  It  is  my  intention  to  request 
my  Council  for  provision  to  be  made  in  the  estimates  for  1957/58 
for  the  establishment  of  one,  two,  or  possibly  three  Atmospheric 
Pollution  Measuring  and  Recording  Stations.  I am  of  the 
opinion  that  nothing  but  good  can  acrue  from  attendance  at 
these  local  discussion  groups  where  we  are  given  an  opportunity 
to  air  our  views  and  discuss  problems  of  mutual  interest  and 
concern  in  the  matter  of  clean  air. 

The  Chairman  and  I wish  to  place  on  record  our  thanks  for 
the  privilege  of  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Society. 

Offensive  Trade.  Section  107. 

We  have  only  one  such  establishment  in  the  area,  owned  by 
Mrs.  E.  Hill,  tripe  dresser,  George  Street,  Riddings.  The  prem- 
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ises  are  subject  to  regular  inspection,  and  there  has  been  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

Part  4.  Water  Supply.  Sections  1 1 1 -1 42. 

See  Surveyor’s  Report. 

Part  5.  Prevention,  Notification  and  Treatment  of 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  17  visits  have  been  made  to  infected  premises.  A visit 
is  paid,  enquiries  made,  and  disinfection  is  carried  out,  follow- 
ing removal  to  hospital,  or  recovery  of  the  patient. 

A bottle  of  disinfectant  is  left  for  preliminary  soaking  of  in- 
fected bedding  and  clothing  prior  to  washing.  The  method  of 
disinfection  is  by  formaldehyde  sprays.  An  instruction  leaflet 
is  left  at  the  house  as  to  precautions  to  be  taken  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  In 
certain  instances  infected  bedding,  etc.,  is  sent  to  Morton  Isola- 
tion Hospital  for  steam  disinfection. 

Part  9.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Sections  235-248. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area.  This  is 
frequently  visited  and  is  well-kept  by  the  owner,  Mr.  W.  Davis, 
under  his  personal  supervision.  The  rooms  are  clean,  well  ven- 
tilated and  the  walls  and  ceilings  are  painted  to  facilitate 
cleansing  at  the  prescribed  intervals.  Cooking  facilities  and 
washing  accommodation  are  satisfactory,  all  beds  clean  and 
comfortable.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Watercourses,  Ditches  and  Ponds. 

Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  as  a result 
of  flooding  due  to  overloading  of  the  sewerage  system.  Such 
complaints  were  referred  to  the  Surveyor  for  his  attention. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Sections  268-269. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  16  Moveable  Dwellings  on  six 
sites.  All  are  licensed  and  the  licences  have  been  reviewed 
every  twelve  months.  Those  granted  have  the  usual  conditions 
attached  to  each.  We  endeavour  to  keep  down  the  number  of 
caravans  and  caravan  sites  to  a minimum.  The  latest  difficulty 
is  dealing  with  the  itinerant  traders  of  the  gypsy  type  who 
swarm  overnight  on  to  any  parcel  of  land  on  which  they  can 
find  accommodation.  Much  time  has  been  spent  by  the  Depart- 
ment in  clearing  these  people  off  two  sites  in  particular  in  the 
area.  The  sites  are  usually  left  in  a disgusting  state  and  invari- 
ably the  services  of  the  department  are  necessary  to  clear  up 
the  site. 
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Inspection  of  Offices  (Workplaces). 

18  Visits  have  been  made  to  offices  in  the  area.  Attention 
has  been  focussed  on  the  provision  of  suitable,  satisfactory  and 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  use  of  both  sexes ; 
also  heating,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  amenity. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Public  Health  ( Amendment ) Act , 1890,  Section  51 . 

Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  usual  routine  inspections  of  all  places  of  public  entertain- 
ment have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  There  are  five 
cinemas  in  the  district  as  follows :- 

Odeon  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Empire  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Premier  Theatre,  Somercotes. 

Empire  Theatre,  Somercotes. 

Regent  Cinema,  Riddings  (temporarily  closed). 

The  latter  cinema  is  in  an  extremely  dilapidated  state  and 
much  work  of  repair  and  renovation  would  be  required  before 
it  could  be  re-opened. 

In  addition,  four  halls  where  public  dances  are  held 

Astoria  Ballroom,  Alfreton. 

Drill  Hall,  Alfreton. 

Somercotes  Church  Hall. 

Leabrooks  Miners’  Welfare. 

Occasional  dances  are  also  held  in  various  schoolrooms  in 
the  area,  and  all  are  well  suited  for  the  purpose  from  all  points 
of  view.  All  places  of  entertainment  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  have  been  regularly  and  systematically 
inspected.  The  usual  certificates  have  been  issued  to  the  theatre 
managers  as  to  sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises  prior  to 
their  application  to  the  licensing  justices  for  renewal  of  licences. 

Licensed  Premises. 

There  are  42  licensed  houses  in  the  urban  area,  situated  as 
follows:  Alfreton  18,  Somercotes  9,  Leabrooks  2,  Swan  wick  4, 
Ironville  1,  Pye  Bridge  1,  Riddings  6,  Golden  Valley  1.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  accommodation 
provided,  and  it  has  again  been  my  privilege  to  co-operate  with 
the  police  and  licensing  justices  to  this  desirable  end.  The 
following  premises  have  been  improved  :- 

Red  Lion  Hotel , Riddings.  A revised  plan  was  received  in 
respect  of  the  provision  of  satisfactory  male  and  female  sani- 
tary accommodation.  It  was  however  pointed  out  to  the 
Brewery  Company  that  whilst  we  could  not  object  under  the 
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Byelaws,  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  undesirable  for 
males  and  females  to  use  a common  access  passage  to  toilets. 
The  plan  was  accordingly  amended. 

Greenhill  Hotel , Riddings.  Up-to-date  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion for  both  sexes  has  been  provided.  Old  dilapidated  out- 
buildings have  been  demolished,  and  the  whole  site  cleared  up 
and  a large  Car  Park  provided,  adequately  paved  and  drained. 
A very  fine  improvement  has  resulted. 

The  three  commercial  hotels,  viz. : ‘King  Alfred,’  ‘Castle’  and 
George’  Hotels  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year, 
and  expert  advisory  services  are  made  use  of  by  the  licensees. 
Routine  inspections  are  made,  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  all 
licensees  that  not  one  complaint  has  been  received  by  the 
department  with  regard  to  the  service  given  to  the  public. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  hy  Pests  Act , 1949. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  hy  Pests  ( Threshing  and 
Dismantling)  Regulations , 1950. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order , 1943  and  Ministry  of  Food 
and  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Circulars. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  Department  is  responsible 
for  a continuous  effort  to  control  the  rodent  and  other  pest 
nuisances  in  the  district.  95  Complaints  were  received  and  the 
majority  of  these  were  from  householders  living  near  poultry 
keepers.  Our  tips  are  all  worked  by  controlled  tipping  methods. 
Daily  inspections  are  made  of  the  Tip  and  its  surroundings  and 
evidences  of  an  infestation,  however  small,  is  quickly  noticed 
and  the  necessary  action  taken.  No  legal  action  has  been  nec- 
essary. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  Nottingham,  also  to  the  officials  of  the 
Pest  Control  Department  of  the  Derbyshire  Agricultural  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  dealing  with 
complaints  re  rabbits  and  other  pests  under  their  control.  I am 
also  indebted  to  the  latter  for  supplying  information  re  persons 
holding  contracts  for  rodent  treatments  at  farms  in  this  area. 
There  is  only  one  such  contract  at  the  moment,  namely,  R. 
Hool,  The  Green  Farm,  Swanwick. 

During  the  month  of  July,  I was  informed  that  the  Ministry 
might  require  local  authorities  to  undertake  the  duties  of  rodent 
destruction  on  farms  previously  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  If  additional  duties  of  rodent  control  are  added  to 
those  already  carried  out  by  my  part-time  Rodent  Officer,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  a full-time  appointment  to  be  made. 
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Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  twice  during  the  year,  and 
all  Council-owned  premises,  i.e.,  sewage  works,  tips  and  depots 
were  given  regular  treatments.  We  promised  co-operation 
with  the  Ministry  in  the  Rick  Survey  which  is  to  be  carried 
out  in  the  near  future. 

Several  complaints  were  received  re  wasps  nests  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  during  the  summer  months,  and  these  wei  e 
promptly  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
my  department 

Sewer  treatment.  Number  of  inspection  chambers  inspected 


for  rats  in  which  treatments 

have  been  carried  out  are 

follows 

First 

Second 

treatment 

treatment 

Alfreton 

85 

67 

Somercotes 

35 

47 

Pye  Bridge 

4 

10 

Swanwick 

16 

20 

Riddings 

13 

19 

Codnor  Park  ... 

5 

6 

Golden  Valley  ... 

3 

3 

161 

172 

Total  ...  333 

Sewage  Works.  All  sewage  works  have  been  visited  during 
the  year  and  the  following  have  received  treatment  :- 

Alfreton  3 Riddings  8 Codnor  Park  2 

Somercotes  2 Swanwick  1 Birchwood  6 

Highfields  4 Newlands  7 Pye  Bridge  2 

After  treatment  no  further  activity  was  noticeable. 

97  Visits  have  been  made  to  sewage  works  and  Council  prem- 
ises and  48  treatments  given  ; 157  visits  were  made  to  private 
dwellings  and  66  treatments  given  ; 19  visits  were  made  to 
business  premises  and  1 1 treatments  given. 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year 

Sewer  inspection  chambers  ...  333 

Sewage  works  ...  ...  ...  97 

Other  visits,  including  farms  during 

threshing  operations  ...  ...  184 

Total  ...  614 

Refuse  tips  and  salvage  depots  are  under  constant  observation. 
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Housing  Act,  1936. 


During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out  :- 


Houses  erected : 

With  state 
assistance 

Unaided 

(a)  by  local  authority 

• • • 

44 

— 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and 
Houses  under  erection 

persons 

• • • 

51 

(a)  by  local  authority 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons 
Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  : 

• • • 

23 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 
gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  local 
authority 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made  ... 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
demolition  orders 
Number  of  persons  displaced 
Number  of  Hayes  Villas  demolished 
Number  of  persons  displaced 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertak- 
ings were  accepted 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  undertakings  have  been 
accepted  that  have  become  empty 
Number  of  persons  displaced 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertak- 
ings were  determined 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 
were  made 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  approved 
by  the  Council  (houses  involved) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  improved  during  the  year  ... 

Messrs.  James  Oakes  & Co.  ( Riddings ) Ltd. 


Total 

44 

51 


23 


119 

8 


0 


66 

0 

20 

1 

13 

41 

8 

12 

16 

3 

0 

34 
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The  following  works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  estate  department  on  property  owned  by  the 
company  :- 


Modern  tiled  fireplaces 
Combined  cooking  grates 
Hot  water  systems 
Gas  washing  coppers 


3 

5 

6 

4 
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Deep  sinks  with  drainers  and  tiled  surrounds  3 

Electric  wiring  ...  •••  •••  31 

Gas  water  heaters  ...  •••  1 

Baths  and  lavatory  basins  ...  •••  2 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Certificates  of  disrepair.  No  applications  were  received  and  no 
certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  during  1956. 

Works  of  repair  were  carried  out  and  certificates  were  cancelled 
in  respect  of  :- 

16,  18  and  19  Alma  Street,  Alfreton. 

Petroleum  Acts,  1871-1928.  Cellulose  Solution  Regulations,  1934. 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  during  1956  ...  50 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  carbide  during  1956 


Total  storage  capacity  of  petroleum  spirit  ...  ...  65310 

Total  storage  capacity  of  carbide  of  calcium  ...  1000  lbs. 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  petroleum  licences  ...  ^"37 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  carbide  licences  ...  ...  5/- 

Certificates  were  issued  to  the  following 


(1)  to  store  up  to  60  gallons  of  cellulose  solutions :- 

Mr.  R.  S.  Dawes,  Victoria  Street,  Somercotes. 

Mr.  T.  Roguszka,  Peel’s  Yard,  King  Street,  Alfreton. 

(2)  to  store  up  to  60  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit 

Messrs.  James  Oakes  & Co.,  (Riddings)  Ltd. 

A licence  to  store  1,000  gallons  of  cellulose  was  issued  to :- 

Remploy  Ltd.,  Alfreton. 

During  the  year  new  tanks  were  installed  at  the  following  premises. 

Pipewell  Ploughing  Co.,Ltd.,Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes. 

Lehane,  Mackenzie  & Shand,  Ltd.,  Sleetmoor  Lane, 

Somercotes. 

All  underground  tanks  are  subjected  to  an  air  pressure  of  5 lbs. 
per  sq.  in.  before  approval.  Chambers  in  9 in.  brickwork  are 
insisted  upon,  and  a minimum  of  9 in.  of  sand  surrounding  the  tank. 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 

One  Certificate  as  to  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 
was  issued  to  H.M.B.  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.,  Somercotes.  The 
Surveyor  co-operates  with  the  Department  by  submitting  all  plans 
of  factories  to  me  for  my  perusal  prior  to  planning  permission  being 
granted,  and  the  system  works  very  satisfactorily. 

Deletions  from  and  additions  to  the  list  of  Factories  and  Work- 
places noted  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  reported  to  me  on 
Form  143  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  Section  8 (3),  are  duly 
recorded  and  the  register  kept  up  to  date  at  all  times. 
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Register  of  Factories,  31.12.56. 


Aerated  water 

...  1 

Leather  dressing 

1 

Bakeries 

...  7 

Letter  printing 

3 

Boots 

...  1 

Machine  Repairs 

1 

Boot  repairs 

...  5 

Metal  scrap  cutting 

2 

Brickmaking 

...  1 

Metal  scrap,  paper  sorting 

1 

Builders’  Supplies 

...  1 

Motor  vehicle  repairs  ... 

14 

Chemicals  ... 

...  3 

Net  mending 

1 

Concrete  Blocks 

...  1 

Prefab  Building  material 

1 

Corsets 

...  1 

Sausage  meat  pies,  etc. 

8 

Dresses 

...  3 

Sheet  metalwork 

1 

Electrical  repairs 

2 

Subsidiary  companies : 

Engineering 

...  6 

Miscellaneous  Dept. 

1 

Flooring 

...  2 

Oxygen  Dept. 

1 

Gas 

...  2 

Tyre  remoulds 

1 

Hosiery 

...  3 

Underwear 

3 

Ironfounding 

1 

Vehicle  demolition 

3 

Iron  rolling  mills 

1 

Vehicle  painting  and 

Joinery  ... 

10 

cellulosing 

1 

Ladies’  outwear 

1 

Wagon  building 

1 

Laundry  ... 

1 

Total 

Woodworking  machinery 
...  98 

1 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Part  1.  General  provisions  and  sale  of  food  and  drugs. 

Sections  1-7. 

Sampling  of  food  and  drugs  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
as  the  food  and  drugs  authority.  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.SC.,  F.R.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  the  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  information 
of  such  work  carried  out  by  his  department  as  follows 

**111  Samples,  including  63  milks,  were  taken  under  the  above 
Act  in  the  area  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  during  the 
year  1956. 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  deficient  in  fat  and  these  irregularities 
were  dealt  with  by  caution  notice. 

Two  samples  of  iodised  salt  (an  informal  sample  followed  by  a 
formal  sample)  were  deficient  in  iodine.  The  matter  was  investiga- 
ted with  the  packers  and  the  remainder  of  the  stock  at  the  shop 
concerned  was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Samples  of  canned  tomato  puree  from  a multiple  store  were 
seriously  contaminated  with  tin  and  the  article  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food.  Enquiries  of  the  firm  disclosed  that  these  samples 
represented  the  last  of  the  stock  of  this  particular  brand. 

Four  samples  were  submitted  by  your  Council.  Examination  of 
two  samples  of  Bread  showed  that  in  one  the  black  particles  to  be 
seen  were  overheated  or  burnt  material  which  could  have  come  from 
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a previous  using  of  the  baking  tin,  and  in  the  other,  patches  of 
discolouration  were  due  to  the  presence  of  oil  or  grease,  probably 
derived  from  some  lubricant  used  in  the  baking  machinery. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  prepacked  Fillets  of  Lemon  Sole  showed 
a slight  degree  of  staleness  but  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of 
decomposition  products  such  as  are  found  in  fish  which  has  reached 
the  stage  of  being  unfit  for  food. 

Microscopical  examination  of  black  particles  from  the  neck  of  a 
bottle  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  showed  that  these  consisted  of  soot, 
together  with  a few  starch  and  pollen  grains,  typical  of  atmospheric 
dust  and  were  probably  due  to  insufficient  cleansing  of  the  bottle  in 
the  bottle  washing  plant.” 

Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unsound  Food.  Sections  8-12. 

All  condemned  food  excepting  meat  is  taken  to  the  Council’s 
Depot  at  Leabrooks  where  it  is  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  stuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by 
traders  during  the  year 


Condemned  Food. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

2 

tins 

Plums 

2 

5 

2 

n 

Grapefruit 

2 

8 

8 

11 

Strawberries 

7 

8i 

14 

i i 

Fruit  salad 

13 

1 

tin 

Damsons 

1 

— 

3 

tins 

Cherries 

2 

10 

1 

tin 

Apricot  pulp 

10 

— 

31 

tins 

Pears  ... 

45 

71 

26 

n 

Pineapple 

35 

15 

52 

Peaches 

78 

12 

35 

a 

Oranges 

27 

8 

51 

»» 

Apricots 

73 

1 

2 

n 

Gooseberries 

2 

8 

1 

tin 

Blackberries 

15 

184 

tins 

Tomatoes 

306 

9 

34 

n 

Peas  ... 

30 

ol 

5 

a 

Carrots 

5 

8 

25 

a 

Beans 

30 

5 

1 

pkt. 

Peas  ... 

1 

3 

tins 

Celery  hearts 

3 

— 

1 

jar 

Gherkins 

4 

1 

tin 

Spaghetti 

1 



1 

a 

Sauerkraut 

14 

1 

ii 

Mixed  vegetables 

10 

1 

ii 

Tomato  soup 

1 

2 

tins 

Oxtail  soup 

1 

4 

Carried  forward  684  8j 
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Brought  forward  684  8i 

2 tins  Mushroom  soup  ...  ...  1 15 

10  ,,  Vegetable  soup  ...  ...  9 6 

1 tin  Chicken  broth  ...  ...  10 

1 ,,  Tomato  juice  ...  ...  1 — 

31  tins  Evaporated  milk  ...  ...  27  10 

1 tin  Malted  milk  ...  ...  8 

1 ,,  Sweetened  milk  ...  ...  8 

23  tins  Cream  ...  ...  14  4 

3 ,,  Sardines  ...  ...  \2\ 

1 tin  Crawfish  ...  ...  3^ 

2 tins  Roe  ...  ...  ...  6 

3 ,,  Lobster  ...  ...  1 

9 ,,  Crab  ...  ...  ...  4 6 

40  Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  6 — 

3 jars  Anchovy  paste  ...  ...  4 

3 tins  Pilchards  ...  ...  2 15 

15  ,,  Salmon  ...  ...  7 12 

3 jars  Rollmops  ...  ...  1 8 

1 tin  Shrimps  ...  ...  2\ 

8 tins  Tuna  Fish  ...  ...  3 10j 

2 ,,  Beef  steak  with  gravy  ...  2 — 

1 tin  Calf  tongue  ...  ...  12 

5 tins  Pork  luncheon  meat  ...  4 8 

9 ,,  Ox  tongue  ...  ...  56  — 

9 ,,  Ham  ...  ...  ...  71  2\ 

1 tin  Chicken  ...  ...  3 14 

1 ,,  Lambs  tongue  ...  ...  6 — 

1 ,,  Pressed  beef  ...  ...  4 — 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  12  — 

1 tin  Tongue  ...  ...  6 — 

10  tins  Luncheon  meat  ...  ...  13  8 

34  „ Corned  beef  ...  ...  180  8 

Beef  sausage  ...  ...  ...  3 8 

Pork  sausage  ...  ...  ...  7 — 

10  tins  Stewed  steak  ...  ...  7 — 

3 ,,  Brisket  beef  ...  ...  21  — 

1 tin  Minced  beef  loaf  ...  ...  1 8 

1 „ Sheeps  tongue  ...  ...  1 — 

1 ,,  Pork  ...  ...  ...  12 

357  Packets  cheese  ...  ...  59  1 

Cheese  trimming  ...  ...  32  — 

Cheshire  cheese  ...  ...  36  — 

New  Zealand  cheese  ...  ...  15  — 

8 tins  Relish  ...  ...  2 — 

1 jar  Pickle ...  ...  ...  1 1 


Carried  forward  1316  5i 
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r*  1 

Brought  forward  1316  jt 


5 jars  Redcurrent  jelly  ...  ...  2 8 

2 ,,  Strawberry  jam  ...  ...  4 

Cake  ...  ...  ...  8 

2 tins  Cat  food  ...  •••  1 

2 jars  Sandwich  spread  ...  8 

32  tins  Syrup...  ...  ...  47  — 

1 Bottle  coffee  ...  ...  6 

5 tins  Peanut  butter  ...  ...  5 — 


Total  1384  lli 


I am  again  pleased  to  report  that  no  seizures  of  diseased  meat  or 
other  food  have  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Precautions  against  Contamination  of  Food. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supply. 

The  Clean  Food  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  first  January 
and  are  far-reaching  in  their  requirements.  The  implementation  of 
the  regulations  involved  the  department  in  a considerable  amount  of 
additional  work. 

There  are  42  canteens  and  cafes  in  the  area  and  267  Food  Shops, 
plus  an  indeterminate  number  of  people  engaged  in  meat  transport 
and  mobile  shops.  It  is  obvious  that  some  time  will  elapse  before 
an  inspection  will  have  been  made  of  all  premises  in  the  area.  A 
Summary  of  the  Provisions  was  sent  out  to  every  trader  informing 
them  of  their  obligations  under  the  Regulations.  In  collaboration 
with  my  Colleagues  at  Heanor  and  Ripley  we  have  prepared  and 
printed  an  excellent  inspection  card  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  three 
authorities. 

Alf reton  Market.  I requested  the  Council  to  consider  the  question 
of  providing  sanitary  conveniences  and  toilet  facilities  together  with 
hot  and  cold  water  on  a portion  of  the  existing  Car  Park  adjoining 
Alfreton  Market,  also,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  grouping  all 
food  stalls  in  the  South-West  corner  of  the  market.  I expressed  the 
opinion  that  we  could  then  be  considered  to  be  taking  all  reasonable 
steps  to  avoid  risk  of  contamination  by  dust  being  deposited  on  to 
the  stalls. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  clouds  of  dust  are  caused  by  heavy  traffic 
passing  up  and  down  Institute  Lane  and  such  action  by  the  Council 
would  intimate  to  the  stallholders  that  the  Council  was  anxious  to 
do  everything  possible  to  implement  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

It  was  however,  felt  that  the  cost  of  installing  Ladies  and  Gents’ 
conveniences  on  land  adjoining  the  market  would  be  prohibitive.  A 
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compromise  was  effected  by  the  installation  of  hot  water  in  both 
Ladies  and  Gent.’s  public  conveniences  in  Institute  Lane. 

Clean  Food  Campaigns.  No  Clean  Food  Exhibitions  were  held 
during  the  year  but  the  activities  of  the  department  in  Food  Hygiene 
plus  publicity  on  the  wireless,  television  and  newspapers  has  kept 
the  subject  very  much  in  the  mind  of  the  general  public.  Posters 
have  been  issued  to  cafes  and  canteens  on  the  subject  of  food 
poisoning. 

Extraneous  Matter  in  Food-Stujfs.  On  the  23rd  July,  I received 
a complaint  concerning  a dirty  loaf  of  bread  containing  black  part- 
icles in  the  substance  of  the  loaf.  The  loaf  was  submitted  to  the 
Analyst.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  firm  who  sent  a letter 
of  explanation  and  apology. 

On  the  20th  August,  complaint  of  bluebottle  in  a beetroot  sand- 
wich roll.  The  evidence  was  not  produced,  but  as  the  complainant 
had  made  a verbal  complaint  to  the  cafe  proprietor,  this  was  rein- 
forced by  a letter  of  warning  to  the  cafe  proprietor. 

On  the  4th  December,  a lady  telephoned  a complaint  re  Frozen 
Fillets  of  Sole  which  she  considered  had  been  sold  to  her  in  an  unfit 
state,  having  a mould  formation  and  a disagreeable  odour.  A visit 
was  made  and  the  fish  inspected ; it  appeared  to  be  discoloured  and 
emitted  a disagreeable  odour  — it  appeared  to  have  been  defrosted 
and  re-frozen.  As  changes  could  have  taken  place  between  the  time 
of  purchase  and  preparation  for  food,  I decided  to  let  the  trader  see 
it,  and  then  take  it  to  the  analyst.  The  subsequent  tests  confirmed 
that  there  had  been  circumstances  causing  a change  in  conditions  of 
storage.  The  matter  was  dealt  with  by  a warning  to  the  trader  to 
be  more  careful  in  his  methods  of  storage. 

Butchers'  Shops  and  Making-up  places.  All  butchers’  premises 
in  the  area  have  been  given  priority  in  inspection,  and  notices  served, 
and  in  most  cases,  wash-basins  and  sinks  have  been  provided.  The 
premises  generally  are  being  brought  up  to  the  standard  required 
under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Vans  are  being  provi- 
ded with  hot  water  and  sink  units,  only  one  or  two  remaining  to 
be  supplied,  and  in  such  cases,  are  on  order. 

Food  Premises , Cafes , Canteens , etc.,  Bakeries  and  Licensed 
Premises  too  are  being  given  priorty  in  this  matter  re  sinks  and 
wash-basins  and  general  compliance  with  the  Regulations. 

Ice  Cream  (heat  treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  - 1952.  All 
premises  in  which  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  have 
been  subjected  to  regular  inspection.  Ice  cream  parlours  are  pro- 
vided where  loose  ice  cream  is  sold.  All  conservators  from  which 
ice  cream  is  sold  are  provided  with  Stowell  protective  covers  to 
prevent  misuse  of  the  conservators  and  possible  contamination.  All 
premises  registered  must  be  suitably  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  have 
satisfactory  washing  facilities,  hot  and  cold  water,  clean  towels  and 
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soap  available.  Manufacturers’  premises  in  the  area  are  most  up- 
to-date  and  their  products  are  manufactured  under  hygienic  condi- 
tions. 

During  the  year  three  food  traders  applied  for  registration  of  their 

premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  registration  under  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1955  : 

Manufacturers  (also  registered  for  the  sale  of  loose 

ice  cream)  ...  ...  •••  5 

Retailers  for  the  sale  of  loose  ice  cream  ...  9 

Retailers  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  ...  61 

75 

Certificates  of  registration  have  been  issued  to  the  following 
during  the  year. 

For  storage  and  sale 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Rowe,  68  High  Street,  Alfreton 
Mrs.  E.  Naylor,  66  Quarry  Road,  Somercotes 
Mrs.  A Genders,  Swanwick  Road,  Leabrooks 

Cancelled 

Mrs.  E.  Whyid,  16  Market  Street,  Ironville 
Mrs.  Gibson,  19  King  William  Street,  Ironville 
Mr.  A.  K.  Fincham,  Mobile  Van,  Swanwick 
Mrs.  Gent,  66  The  Delves,  Swanwick 
Mr.  R.  Longson,  Hickton  Road,  Swanwick 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Gregory,  Mobile  Van,  Alfreton 
Mr.  J.  Sharpe,  Mobile  Van,  Alfreton 
Mr.  E.  Walker,  17  King  Street,  Alfreton 
Rogers  Confections  Ltd.,  Linby,  Mobile  Van. 

One  application  to  sell  ice  cream  in  a newsagent’s  shop  was  re- 
fused on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability  of  premises  and  low  standard 
of  hygiene.  Conditions  have  now  noticeably  improved. 

Fried  Fish  Shops.  There  are  fourteen  fried  fish  shops  in  the  area. 
These  have  been  regularly  inspected.  All  have  been  particularly 
well  kept,  and  there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint.  Applications 
for  the  establishment  of  new  businesses  are  submitted  to  the  Town 
Planning  Officer  for  his  observations. 

One  application  was  rejected  from  a Fish  and  Chip  Shop. 

Not  now  selling 

Mrs.  M.  Severn,  189  Nottingham  Road,  Somercotes 
Mr.  Mason,  Somercotes  Hill,  Somercotes 
Mrs.  L.  Simpson,  High  Street,  Somercotes 
Mrs.  E.  Bullock,  Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes 
Mrs.  E.  Buckley,  83  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes 

Food  Poisoning.  Food  poisoning  enquiries  were  made  following 
information  received  from  a seaside  colleague  affecting  two  persons 
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in  this  district,  and  one  in  an  adjoining  district.  One  was  taken  ill 
on  the  return  journey,  and  all  three  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Enquiries  revealed  that  Ox  Tongue  was  the  suspected  food, having 
been  kept  in  a larder  as  open  food  in  unsatisfactory  storage  conditions 
during  the  week  until  the  weekend  before  being  consumed.  One 
member  of  the  family  it  was  ascertained  was  suffering  from  a septic 
finger. 


Milk  Supply 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act s and  Orders  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955. 
Provision  as  to  Milk  Dairies , etc.  Sections  28-48 

Sampling 


22  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  as  follows : 


On  complaint  2 
Routine  2q 


22 


(b)  Biological  16 


Meth.  blue  Phosphatase 
Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat. 

14  2 6 Nil 

Positive  Negative 

Nil  16 


Turbidity 
Sat.  Unsat. 

Nil  Nil 


On  Wednesday  7th  March,  a bottle  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  was 
brought  to  my  office  containing  contamination  on  the  inner  surface 
of  the  bottle.  The  persons  to  whom  the  bottle  had  been  sold  took 
a serious  view  of  the  matter  as  they  had  an  eighteen  month  old  baby. 
The  bottle  was  submitted  to  the  analyst  for  his  examination  and  re- 
port, and  as  a result  the  Council  took  legal  proceedings  on  the  15th 
April  when  the  Dairy  Company  were  fined  5 guineas  including  costs. 

A further  complaint  in  somewhat  similar  circumstances  affecting 
the  same  Dairy  came  to  my  notice  on  Saturday,  27th  October.  The 
bottle  was  examined  by  the  Council  and  again  legal  proceedings  were 
authorised.  The  firm  was  fined  £\5  inclusive.  The  bottle  was  after- 
wards submitted  to  the  Analyst  at  the  request  of  the  defendants. 
This  was  done  after  a period  of  twenty-one  days  from  the  hearing. 

In  spite  of  excuses  put  forward  by  the  Dairy  Company  with  re- 
gard to  dirty  bottles  getting  through  the  plant — usually  the  human 
element  is  the  reason — Article  26  (l)  Part  IX  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Act,  1949  is  quite  definite  on  the  point,  and  is  worthy  of  reproducing 
here  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  sympathy  may  lie  with  the  Diary 
Company  rather  than  with  the  general  public  :- 

“Every  Dairy-Farmer  and  Distributor  shall  ensure  that  every 
vessel  (including  the  lid)  used  for  containing  milk  shall,  immediately 
before  use  by  him,  be  in  a state  of  thorough  cleanliness,  and  if  he 
has  reason  to  believe  that  since  last  being  used  for  containing  milk, 
any  such  vessel  has  not  been  cleansed  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  regulation,  or  has,  subsequent  to  such  cleansing  been 
rendered  unclean,  shall  cause  the  vessel  to  be  cleansed  or  re-cleansed 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  if  he  is  unable  so  to  cleanse  or  re-cleanse 
the  vessel,  he  shall  not  use  it  for  containing  milk.” 
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Milk  ( Special  Designation)  Order , 1934-1946. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  ( Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949  to  1953. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  ( Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949  to  1954. 

Supplementary  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  to  dealers 
retailing  milk  in  the  Alfreton  Urban  Area  but  with  dairy  premises 
outside  the  Urban  area  as  follows 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  (five  branches). 

Codnor  Park  & Ironville  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (two  branches). 

G.  Paley,  Sandham  Park  Dairy,  Ripley. 

Tuberculin  tested  I pasteurised. 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  (five  branches). 

Codnor  Park  & Ironville  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (two  branches). 

Dealers’  licences  have  been  granted  to  use  the  special  designation 
tuberculin  tested/pasteurised  to 

R.  G.  Bacon,  c/o  Radford’s  Farm,  Alfreton. 

J.  B.  & M.  A.  Bowler,  Tagg  Farm,  Swanwick. 

Miss  S.  Cowley,  9 Nuttall  Street,  Alfreton. 

Messrs.  S.  Durow  & Son,  Grange  Farm,  Butterley. 

Mr.  D.  E.  Nicholson,  c/o  Hermitage  Farm,  Riddings. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Key,  93  Swanwick  Road,  Leabrooks. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Smith,  “The  Farm,”  Pennytown,  Somercotes. 

Mr.  C.  Radford,  “Brunn,”  Grange  Street,  Alfreton. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Unwin,  “Red  Lion”  Farm,  Riddings. 

Mr.  W.  Atkin,  “Crossing”  Farm,  Leabrooks. 

Mr.  B.  Aldred,  24  Lower  Somercotes. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Brown,  “The  Gate”  Inn,  Nottingham  Road,  Alfreton. 
Mr.  S.  Dean,  Laburnam  Cottage,  Leabrooks. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Hall,  The  Bungalow,  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes. 
Mr.  J.  E Gash,  52  West  Street,  Riddings. 

Mr.  L.  Oliver,  “Eureka,”  Brenden  Avenue,  Somercotes. 

Mr.  A.  Robinson,  “The  Croft,”  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Ward,  Old  Hall  Farm,  Swanwick. 

Messrs.  E.  O.  Morris  & A.  M.  Maskery,  61  Nottingham  Road, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Jennings,  9 Derby  Road,  Alfreton.  [Somercotes. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Castledine,  “Beau  Vista,”  20  Brenden  Avenue, 

Mr.  S.  Stafford,  40  Prospect  Street,  Alfreton.  [Somercotes. 
Mr.  L.  W.  Fisher,  19  Bank  Street,  Somercotes. 

Mr.  S.  Barlow  “Charity  Farm,”  Swanwick. 

Mr.  R.  Ingram,  The  Croft,  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

Mr.  F.  Clough,  The  Croft,  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

Mr.  N.  E.  Bryan,  “Longacres,”  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes. 
Mr.  P.  M.  Swindell,  8 Victoria  Street,  Somercotes. 

Mr.  J.  Bonsall,  Linroyd,  Leabrooks. 
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Meat  Inspection. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954. 

Model  Byelaws  for  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

Slaughterhouses  ( Amendment ) Act,  1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (Amendment) 

Regulations,  1955. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924-  1952. 

Memo  3 Meat.  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  5/48.  C.  bovis. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933  - 1954. 

Once  again  we  have  maintained  the  meat  inspection  service  of  the 
area.  The  carcases  and  offals  of  all  food  animals  slaughtered  have 
been  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  above  statutes.  A notice  is 
exhibited  in  every  slaughterhouse  outlining  the  duties  of  butchers 
and  slaughtermen,  together  with  a copy  of  the  Slaughterhouse 
Byelaws  and  extracts  from  Memo  3 Meat. 

We  can  definitely  claim  that  100%  inspection  has  been  attained. 
A study  of  the  facts  and  figures  quoted  will  emphasise  the  amount  of 
work  involved  which  calls  for  time  and  patience,  and  no  inconsider- 
able manual  effort,  as  a certain  amount  of  lifting  is  involved. 

It  will  be  noted  that  several  cases  of  Cysticercosis  were  discovered. 
This  surely  emphasises  the  importance  of  routine  inspection  of 
of  carcase  meat. 

In  July  and  August,  we  were  greatly  concerned  in  the  fact  that 
a ’contact”  with  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  occurred  in  the  district. 
All  stock  had  to  be  immediately  slaughtered. 

The  dealer  purchased  lambs  in  Derby  Market  from  the  Gloucester- 
shire district  and  they  were  traced  to  this  area.  503  animals  had  to 
be  slaughtered  immediately  and  the  department  worked  all  hours  on 
inspsctions,  from  Friday  to  the  following  Tuesday  at  10.30  p.m. 
when  the  final  curtain  fell  on  what  was  indeed  a catastrophe. 


The  following  are  the  details :- 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Total 

Friday 

10 

26 

39 

— 

75 

Saturday  ... 

12 

50 

31 

— 

93 

Sunday 

26 

— 

90 

— 

116 

Monday 

4 

134 

— 

— 

138 

Tuesday 

10 

68 

— 

3 

81 

62 

278 

160 

3 

503 

All  animals  were 

then  removed  under  licence. 

Slaughtering  was 

intermittent  as  and  when  Butchers  could  obtain  licences  from  the 
Police. 

The  following  details  co  relate  with  those  given  last  year  to 
enable  a comparison  to  be  made.  There  is  not  likely  to  be  any 
diminution  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  - the  tendency  in 
the  future,  I fear,  is  towards  an  increase. 
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Meat  Inspection  out  of  normal  working  hours.  It  will  be  quite 
obvious  to  any  thinking  person,  after  perusing  the  statistical  tables 
given  below  that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  department  to 
carry  out  and  maintain  an  efficient  meat  inspection  service 

Animals  Killed  and  Inspected 


Alfreton 

Beast 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

1 

14 

1 

318 

6 

339 

2 

105 

23 

828 

256 

1212 

3 

— 

■ — 

1 

1 

2 

4 

36 

— 

5 

4 

45 

5 

61 

— 

9 

229 

299 

Somercotes 

6 ... 

58 

— 

— 

14 

72 

7 

— 

2 

117 

28 

147 

Leabrooks 

8 ... 

273 

14 

453 

823 

1563 

Riddings 

9 

30 

— 

12 

15 

57 

10 

143 

2 

31 

360 

536 

11 

48 

2 

3 

217 

270 

Swanwick 

12 

2463 

167 

6758 

6525 

15913 

13 

50 

— 

59 

247 

356 

14 

Cottager’s  Pig 

14 

4 

1 

4 

22 

1 

Total 

3295 

215 

8595 

8729 

20834 

The  following  number  of  animals  have  been  inspected  during  the 
period  1st  January  to  3 1st  December,  1956. 

Beast  ...  3295 

Calves  ...  215 

Pigs  ...  8595 

Sheep  ...  8729 


20834 


During  this  period  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned 
amounted  to  lOtons  17cwts.  2qrs.  lOlbs.  made  up  of  the  following  : 

Beasts  - Tuberculosis 

1 Calf  and  all  offals  - congenital  T.B. 

4 Carcases  and  all  offals  (generalized) 

1 Set  offals 
4 Forequarters 
1 Hindquarters 

1 Brisket,  shin  and  all  offals 

2 Loins  and  steakbone  and  1 brisket 
1 Rump  and  loin 
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4 Pleura  and  skirt  trimmings 
123  Heads 
191  (sets)  Lungs 
21  Livers 
14  Mesenterys 
3 Udders 
3 Hearts 
1 Spleen 

1 Diaphragm 

2 Kidneys 

Other  diseases 

1  Calf  carcase  and  all  offals,  joint  ill  and  emaciation 
1 Carcase  and  all  offals,  septic  metritis 
1 Carcase  and  all  offals,  septicaemia  and  emaciation 
1 Carcase  and  all  offals,  johne’s  disease  and  septicaemia 
1 Set  offals,  peritonitis  and  strippings 
1 Set  offals  (less  liver)  pleurisy,  peritonitis  and  strippings 
1 Carcase  - all  offals  (casualty)  multiple  injuries,  extensive 
bruising,  badly  bled  plus  cysticercus  bovis  in  head 
1 Diaphragm,  stomach,  lungs  and  heart  - abscess  and  pus 
contamination 

3 Peritoneum  strippings  (abscesses) 

1 Pleura  strippings 

Heads 

2 Cysticercus  bovis  (carcases  to  cold  store) 

8 Actinomycosis 

1 Actinomycosis  (wooden  tongue  and  lumpy  jaw) 

1 Abscess 

Lungs 

1 Pneumonia 
1 Abscess 
10  Hydatid  cysts 
1 Cancer 

9 Melanosis 


Livers 

228  Cirrhosis 

1 Cirrhosis  and  necrosis 

1 Cirrhosis  and  angioma 
132  Abscesses 

2 Abscesses  and  cirrhosis 

3 Neoplasms 

12  Hydatid  cysts 
2 Fatty  degeneration 
11  Anginoma 
{Portions)  74  Cirrhosis 
Hearts 

1 Pericarditis 
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Kidneys 

5 Nephritis 
Udders 

45  Mastitis 
Spleens 

1 Inflammation 
1 Tumour 

Sheep 

Other  diseases 

4 Carcases,  1 Head  and  pluck  extensive  bruising 

Plucks 

3 Hydatid  cysts 
54  Strongyli 

Livers 

39!  Strongyli 

4 Tenuicollis  cysts  and  strongyli 

3 Hydatid  cysts 

10!  Flukes  and  cirrhosis 
Lungs 

278  (sets)  Strongyli 
1 Melanosis 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis 
113  Heads 
95  Plucks 
16  Mesenterys 

4 Spleens 
10  Livers 

Other  diseases 

1 Carcase  (natural  death  - pneumonia) 

1 Flayings  - measles 
3 Flayings  - urticaria 
Trimmings  - rupture 

1 Shoulder  - compound  fracture 

Heads 

2 Abscesses 

1 Contamination  (indelible  ink) 

Lungs 

68  (sets)  Pneumonia 

2 (sets)  Pleurisy 

Livers 

7 Milk  spots 
1 Milk  spot  and  cirrhosis 
19  Cirrhosis 

48  Necrosis  and  echinococcus  cysts 
1 Tenuicollis  cysts 

Plucks 

1 Abscesses 
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3 Atrophy 

1 Pleurisy  and  pneumonia 

1 Atropy  of  liver  and  pleurisy 

Hearts 

2 Pericarditis 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  above  are  asked  for  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  dated  23rd  November,  1955. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Number  killed  ... 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

. 576 

Cows 

2719 

Calves 

215 

S h eep 
and 
Lambs 

8729 

Pigs 

8595 

Number  inspected 

,.  576 

2719 

215 

8729 

8595 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

4 

1 

4 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

65 

494 

Nil 

394 

163 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

11.28% 

18.16%  0.465%  4.55% 

1.9% 

Tuberculosis  only:- 
Whole  carcase  condemned 

Nil 

4 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  , 

...  15 

358 

Nil 

Nil 

238 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with  T.B. 

2.60%  13.16% 

0.465% 

Nil 

2.76% 

No.  of  occasions  overtime  necessary  at  week  ends  during  the  year  1956 


Saturday  afternoon  Saturday  evening  Sunday 


Occasions 

Hours 

Occasions 

Hours  Occasions  Hours 

Self 

35 

35| 

29 

39J 

25 

41f 

Assistant  ... 

15 

10 

27 

29 

25 

40 

Week-end  overtime  Other  time  worked, 

Total 

worked,  hours 

hours 

hours 

E.  Mercer 

116f 

160 

276! 

G.  T.  Hayes 

79 

14i 

931 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  ( Amendment)  Act,  1954. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1954. 

40  Licences  have  been  issued  to  slaughtermen  in  this  district. 
All  trainees  are  tested  in  their  skill  in  the  use  of  a mechanically- 
operated  instrument  before  a licence  is  issued  to  them.  In  addition 
to  Captive  Bolts  there  are  now  two  electric  lethal  instruments  in 
use,  at  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Hool,  Swanwick,  and  Mr.  O.  P. 
Taylor,  Leabrooks. 
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Meat  Transport. 

The  wholesaling  of  meat  is  practised  in  the  district,  meat  being 
transported  from  premises  in  the  adjoining  rural  area  to  several  of 
our  butchers  who  are  engaged  as  purveyors  only.  The  wholesaler 
in  this  area  transports  his  meat  in  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  meat 
delivery  containers  in  the  country.  Meat  transport  into  the  area  is 
carried  out  under  similarly  satisfactory  conditions. 

Circular  MF  21  / 53,  2nd  December , 1953. 

Circular  MF  10/54 , 29th  June,  1954. 

The  above  circulars  impress  upon  local  authorities  the  import- 
ance of  ensuring  the  safe  disposal  of  condemned  meat  (which  inci- 
dentally emphasises  the  importance  of  meat  inspection  itself).  We 
have  continued  our  policy  of  enabling  the  individual  butcher  to 
recover  some  of  his  loss  by  disposing  of  his  condemned  meat  to 
either  the  Mansfield  Hide  & Skin  Co.  Ltd.,  Messrs.  Bitterlings  of 
Nottingham,  Messrs.  Churchmans  of  Mansfield  Woodhouse  or 
Barlows  of  Denby.  Our  system  is  to  slash  and  stain  with  acid 
green  stain,  all  carcase  meat  and  offals.  We  are  thus  assured  of 
satisfactory  disposal  of  all  such  meat,  and  no  possibility  of  it  being 
used  for  human  consumption. 

Cat  and  Dog  Meat  Shops. 

There  are  no  knackers’  yards  in  the  area,  but  there  are  two  in  the 
adjoining  rural  district,  one  of  which  is  delivering  cat  and  dog  meat 
to  an  establishment  in  this  area.  These  premises  are  kept  under 
constant  supervision  to  ensure  that  all  meat  sold  has  been  previously 
treated  with  naphthalene  green  to  minimise  the  risk  of  the  diseased 
meat  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 

The  Shops  Acts,  191 2-34-36-50. 

The  Shops  Regulations,  1 91 2-1 3-37-39 . 

The  Young  Persons  ( Employment)  Act  and  Order,  1938. 

As  officer  appointed  under  the  Shops  Act,  I have  to  report  that 
steady  progress  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  con- 
ditions under  which  shop  assistants  and  others  work  in  this  area,  in 
my  opinion,  bears  favourable  comparison  with  any  other  area  in 
the  country.  Attention  is  given  to  the  various  matters  affecting  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  assistants,  including  seats  for  females, 
rest  rooms  if  possible,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities, 
heating,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness  of  premises. 
Food  shops  in  particular  are  frequently  visited. 

During  the  year,  water  closet  accommodation  has  been  provided 
at  three  shops  in  the  area,  and  Ascot  heaters  provided  at  four  food 
shops.  A total  of  712  visits  have  been  made  to  shop  premises. 
Warnings  have  been  given  with  regard  to  selling  after  hours  and  of 
being  open  on  the  regular  early  closing  day  for  sale  of  articles  other 
than  those  prescribed. 
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The  following  details  have  been  extracted  from  the  register  of 
shops 


Canteen 
and  cafes 

Food 

shops 

Other 

premises 

Total 

Alfreton 

...  20 

91 

128 

239 

Somercotes  ... 

6 

71 

51 

128 

Leabrooks  ... 

— 

13 

15 

28 

Riddings 

5 

32 

25 

62 

Swanwick 

4 

22 

15 

41 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

1 

4 

4 

9 

Ironville  and  Codnor  Park  2 

14 

10 

26 

Golden  Valley 

. . . — 

3 

— 

3 

38 

250 

248 

536 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  financial  details  relating  to  this  service  cover  those  for  the 
year  ending  March  3 1st  1957.  The  figures  have  been  checked  against 
the  books  kept  by  the  Council’s  Financial  Officer.  Every  possible 
economy  has  been  effected  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  an 
efficient  service. 


Staff. 


The  staff  of  the  public  cleansing  department  is  as  follows :- 


Refuse  collection 

4 Motor  drivers  (1  spare). 
9 Loaders 
4 Wheelers  out 
4 Bin  lads 
Refuse  disposal 
3 Men  face  of  tip 
Nightsoil  collection  and 
disposal 
1 Driver 
3 Loaders 


Depot 

1 Working  foreman 

1 Man  part-time 
Salvage 

2 Men  baling  paper  and  textiles 
Rats  and  Mice  destruction 

1 Man  part-time 
Spare 

4 (House  Refuse  collection,  Sal- 
vage Rodent  Control)  (Holidays 
and  Sickness.) 


As  in  the  previous  year,  in  spite  of  difficulties  occasioned  by  the 
sickness  scheme,  avoidable  and  unavoidable  absenteeism,  we  man- 
aged to  maintain  the  service.  People  in  this  district  over  the  years 
have  become  accustomed  to  the  regular  weekly  service  at  as  near  as 
possible  the  same  time  every  week.  This  objective  is  desirable  from 
every  point  of  view,  it  avoids  nuisances  and  complaints,  and  the 
possibility  of  finding  gates,  etc.,  locked  against  us  particularly  where 
dangerous  dogs  are  concerned.  Our  experience  has  been  that  in 
many  cases  otherwise  docile  pets  seem  to  take  great  exception  to  the 
noise  of  the  bin  trolley  and  the  removal  of  the  dustbin.  In  every  case 
of  a workman  being  bitten,  a letter  of  warning  is  sent  to  the  owner 
and  a copy  to  the  Police.  I understand  a dog  is  allowed  one  bite, 
before  it  is  possible  to  take  action,  hence  the  letter  of  warning. 
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The  point  I made  last  year  concerning  the  difficulty  of  keeping  our 
best  men  still  remains.  A notice  to  terminate  employment  is  usually 
accompanied  by  the  remark  to  the  effect  that  he  is  going  for  a pound 
(or  pounds)  a week  extra. 

The  number  of  hours  lost  owing  to  sickness  and  other  absenteeism 
is  a matter  of  grave  concern  to  my  Council,  and  for  information  the 


figures  are  quoted  below  :- 

Total  hours  lost 

1953 

7958 

1954 

7083 

1955 

9862 

1956 

5985 

Protective  Clothing.  As  in  the  previous  year,  all  workmen 
have  been  provided  with  two  suits  of  overalls,  and  one  pair  of  pro- 
tective gloves.  Reinforced  gloves  are  provided  for  handling  baled 
destructor  scrap,  etc. 

Buildings  and  Plant. 

At  the  salvage  depot  at  Leabrooks  we  have  the  following  buildings  :- 

Paper  Baling.  One  brick  building  housing  two  *T’  type  Tong’s 
electric-screw  paper  baling  machines.  These  are  also  used  for  baling 
textiles,  etc.,  which  are  sorted  and  graded  in  this  building. 

Tin  Baling.  Is  carried  out  in  a Rowell’s  corrugated  iron  tin- 
baling shed  containing  in  one  large  compartment  one  Shirtcliffe 
vertical  electrically-operated  Bijoli  press,  and  one  horizontal 
Heenan  and  Froude  Standard  mechanically  operated  scrap-metal 
baler  for  destructor  scrap.  The  size  of  the  bales  being  approximately 
20"  x 12"  x 5"  and  a 12"  cube  respectively.  In  a separate  compart- 
ment of  this  shed,  which  is  also  used  as  an  oil  and  tyre  store,  we 
have  a Drimet  battery  charging  rectifier  for  charging  batteries  used 
on  cleansing  vehicles. 

Garages.  We  have  one  large  garage  containing  an  inspection 
pit  for  one  S.  & D.  Fore  and  Aft  Collector,  and  one  side-loading 
Dennis  Refuse  Collector.  On  either  side  we  have  a smaller  building 
each  capable  of  accommodating  one  side-loading  vehicle.  As  we 
anticipate  disposing  of  two  Dennis  side-loaders,,  one  building  will 
be  used  as  a work-shop  by  day  for  dealing  with  segregation  of  non- 
ferrous  metals  and  as  a garage  for  the  Muledozer  by  night,  whilst 
the  other  will  be  used  as  a store  for  special  grades  of  paper,  card- 
board and  textiles. 

During  the  next  financial  year  it  is  anticipated  that  a second  S. 
& D.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  will  be  acquired.  As  a clearance  IF  6" 
is  required  to  accommodate  such  a vehicle,  work  has  commenced  on 
the  provision  of  a dual-purpose  building. 

The  Council  allocated  two  ex-army  huts  from  Swanwick  Hayes 
site  and  it  is  proposed  to  place  these  on  a dwarf  wall  to  obtain 
sufficient  clearance  to  provide  accommodation  for  one  S.  & D.  at 
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night  and  use  the  space  for  paper  sorting  and  grading  by  day.  We 
will  transfer  the  two  electric  presses  to  this  building  which  will  be 
60'  x 30'  x 11'  6"  on  completion  and  will  undoubtedly  be  an  asset 
to  the  department. 

Stores.  One  large  ex-army  hut  is  used  as  a store  for  depot  stores 
and  materials,  also  as  a storage  space  for  replacement  dustbins  for 
Council  houses,  and  those  private  owners  who  care  to  purchase 
them  from  the  Council. 

House,  Trade  Refuse  and  Nightsoil. 

Throughout  the  year  the  regular  service  was  maintained.  House 
refuse  collected  once  per  week,  trade  refuse  and  salvage  twice  a 
a week,  closet  pails  at  least  once  a week,  except  in  cases  of  over- 
crowded premises  where  pails  were  emptied  twice  weekly.  Cesspools 
have  been  emptied  free  of  charge  twice  per  year,  and  where 
necessary,  additional  clearances  have  been  charged  for.  The 
revenue  from  these  sources  can  be  ascertained  on  reference  to  the 
costing  report  on  services. 

The  Cesspool  Emptier  has  given  us  excellent  service.  The 
machine  is  serviced  every  week.  In  light  of  experience  we  carry 
spares  for  all  wearing  parts,  as  we  cannot  afford  to  have  this  vehicle 
out  of  service.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  Surveyor’s  Department  had 
the  use  of  this  vehicle  for  a total  of  95  hours,  at  a cost  £50  7s.  5d. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Levelling  on  Somercotes  Cricket  Ground  was  suspended  during 
the  year  and  all  tipping  operations  confined  exclusively  to  Leabrooks 
Tip.  The  acquisition  of  a Nuffield  Muledozer  has  proved  to  be  a 
wise  investment — the  saving  in  wages  on  the  tip  face  has  practically 
covered  the  cost  of  the  machine  in  one  year.  In  addition,  heavy 
manual  work  has  been  practically  eliminated  and  a much  better  fin- 
ished appearance  given  to  the  surface  of  the  tip. 

Levelling  of  Brickyard,  Somercotes.  This  project  has  been  shelved 
for  the  time  being  as  outcropping  of  the  site  is  to  be  commenced  in 
the  coming  year. 

Composting.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of 
straw,  and  the  high  cost  of  same,  we  have  not  been  in  a position  to 
make  compost  during  the  past  year.  We  have  only  a small  quantity 
remaining  and  it  is  most  unlikely  that  we  will  be  in  a position  to 
meet  the  demands  of  gardeners  and  allotment  holders  during  the 
coming  gardening  season.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  acquire  a 
supply  of  straw  during  1957. 

Difficulty  is  also  being  experienced  in  providing  transport  for  the 
delivery  of  this  material  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have  reduced  our 
fleet  of  refuse  collectors  to  three  by  the  introduction  of  the  larger 
capacity  vehicles. 
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Unfortunately,  the  Surveyor  is  not  always  in  a position  to  help  us 
out,  much  as  he  would  like  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  heavy  demands  on 
his  transport  services. 


Reclamation  of  Raw  Materials. 


Reference  to  the  Costing  Report  on  services  will  show  the  compari- 
son in  receipts  from  salvage  in  year  ending  March,  1957,  with  the 
previous  year : 


1953 

474 

tons 

at  £6  12s. 

Id. 

per  ton. 

1954 

553 

£5  11s. 

6d. 

1955 

550 

>> 

£6  3s. 

5d. 

»> 

1956 

594 

£6  17s. 

4d. 

a 

1957 

545 

n 

£7  11s. 

2d. 

We  hope  to  continue  our  salvage  effort  however,  as  it  is  realised 
that  there  are  other  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  apart  from 
the  monetary  gain  from  salvage  recovery. 


House  Refuse  Collection. 


Tons 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Dennis  5A 

1 

1 

2 

Dennis  6 removed 

2,762 

957 

4 

5 

Dennis  9 ,, 

3,085 

966 

11 

5 

Dennis  10  ,, 

1,090 

399 

0 

10 

S.  & D.  ,, 

4,553 

1,254 

9 

2 

11,490 

£3,578 

7 

0 

The  wages  of  the  loaders  (excluding  on  costs)  ^*6,389  10s.  9d., 
together  with  £ 3,578  7s.  Od.  cost  of  motors,  gives  a figure  of  17/4d. 
per  ton  compared  with  16/5id.  in  1955. 

Wages  including  on  costs  were:  loaders,  0,572  5s.  7d.,  together 
with  £3,578  7s.  Od.  cost  of  motors,  gives  a figure  of  19/4jd.  per  ton. 


Trade  Refuse. 


The  income  from  40  business  premises  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  not  having  any  salvage  value,  and  including  various  firms 
who  deposit  refuse  on  the  tip  at  a charge  of  l/-  per  load  or  ton,  was 
092  9s.  7d.  Messrs.  Deosan  Ltd.  have  deposited  210  tons  2 cwts. 
of  straw  at  lid.  per  cwt.,  i.e.  £26  5s.  3d. 


Trade  Refuse  Collection. 


Expenditure 

Loaders’  wages 
Hire  of  lorries 


£ s.  d. 
20  15  5 

17  18  7 


Income 

Trade  refuse 


£ s.  d. 

38  14  0 

192  9 7 


1955:  04  17s.  6d.  Cr. 


053  15  7 Cr. 
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105  Tons  of  trade  refuse  were  collected  and  297  tons  of  trade 
lefuse  were  deposited  at  Leabrooks  Tip  ; the  income  being  in  excess 
of  expenditure. 


Salvage  Account. 


Expenditure 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Lorry  hire 

279 

3 

0 

Wages 

...  1,895 

1 

10 

Baling  wire 

29 

10 

0 

Repairs  to  presses 

31 

19 

10 

Sundries 

6 

6 

6 

1955  : £"2,037  13s.  4d. 

£"2,242 

1 

2 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs . 

lbs 

£ 

S. 

d. 

321 

15 

0 

0 

2,396 

9 

11 

165 

14 

1 

0 

1,181 

9 

2 

20 

o 

0 

1 

14 

85 

5 

5 

8 

2 

2 

0 

8 

15 

9 

3 

1 

1 

21 

41 

15 

10 

6 

1 

0 

2 

2 

2 

24 

13 

0 

0 

264 

15 

8 

1 

11 

2 

16 

137 

15 

10 

16 

1 

7 

6 

545 

7 

2 

11 

£"4,119 

17 

3 

Tons  cwts.  £ s.  d. 


Income 

Mixed  waste  paper 
Baled  destructor  scrap 
Bottles  and  jars 
Cullet 

Rags  and  textiles 
Waste  bones 
Ferrous  metals 
Non-ferrous  metals  .. 
Miscellaneous 


Tons 

cwts. 

/ 

s. 

d. 

1933 

0 

0 

15 

2 

11 

1934 

0 

0 

109 

5 

9 

1935 

0 

0 

140 

1 1 

6 

1936 

0 

0 

329 

10 

0 

1937 

0 

0 

562 

14 

6 

1938 

0 

0 

340 

6 

6 

1939 

0 

0 

355 

17 

2 

1940 

356 

1 

1,168 

8 

0 

1941 

426 

7 

1,348 

6 

2 

1942 

692 

8 

2,672 

12 

3 

1943 

548 

9| 

2,073 

10 

8 

1944 

588 

13f 

2,097 

17 

5 

1945 

525 

8 

1,806 

13 

6 

1946 

454 

15 

1,788 

12 

2 

1947 

519 

16J 

2,352 

15 

5 

1948 

544 

10 

2,477 

8 

6 

1949 

557 

19* 

2,247 

13 

7 

1950 

553 

14* 

2,489 

1 

5 

1951 

706 

11 

5,674 

7 

10 

1952 

474 

3 

3,131 

13 

8 

1953 

552 

13 

3,083 

10 

11 

1954 

550 

5 

3,394 

10 

8 

1955 

594 

0 

4,079 

0 

10 

1956 

545 

7 

4,119 

17 

3 

Total,  9,191  tons  2 cwts.  £47,859  8s.  7d. 
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Efficiency  Statistics. 

Collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  ( including 
salvage  collected  separately) . 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 
Number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  per  annum  ... 
Estimated  tonnage  (refuse  is  check-weighed  the  first 
week  in  January  and  the  first  week  in  July) 

*Number  of  collectors 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  man  hour  per  day 
(365  days  per  annum) 

^Number  of  bins  emptied  per  man  hour 
‘ Number  of  premises  cleared  per  man  hour 

Unit  costs: 


Gross  expenditure  per  ton 
Net  cost  per  ton 
Net  cost  per  1,000  population 
Net  cost  per  1,000  houses  or  premises  from  which 
refuse  is  collected  ... 

Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons) 

Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 
(365  days  per  annum) 

'Excluding  driver  who  does  not  load. 


7,912 

8,362 

12,385  tons 
16 

2-120  tons 

11-91 

11-32 


18/3 

18/5 

^485 

£ 1,440 
12,385 

28-87  cwts. 


House  Refuse  Disposal  Account. 

Expenditure  £ s.  d. 

Wages  on  tip  ...  ...  1,442  4 7 

Lorry  hire  ...  ...  17  10  2 

Muledozer  ...  ...  650  16  9 

Sundries  ..  ...  25  18  0 


£ s.  d. 


Income 


2,136  9 6 


Rent  of  brickyard  and  opencast  rights  for 
old  brickyard 


750  0 0 


1955:  £2y 441  9s.  9d.  ^1,386  9 6 

11,595  Tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  2/4ld.  per  ton  as  com- 
pared with  4/lid.  per  ton  in  1955. 

Nightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Loaders’  wages 
Lorry  hire 
Sundries 


£ s.  d.  £ 


s. 


1,043  18 
1,287  17 
30  17 


1 

6 

6 


•2,362  13  1 
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Income 

Emptying  cesspools  ...  ...  33  15  2 


1955:  £ 2,305  19s.  3d.  £2,328  17  11 

3,161  Tons  of  nightsoil  were  collected,  at  a cost  of  14/8fd  per 
ton,  compared  with  14/8jd.  per  ton  in  1955. 


Nightsoil  Composting  Account. 


Expenditure 

Wages 
Lorry  hire 

Income 

To  sale  of  compost 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

2 19  10 

2 19  10 

5 0 0 

£2  0 2 Cr. 


Combined  Costing. 


Collection  of  wet  and  dry  refuse : 

Tons 

House  refuse  11,490 

Nightsoil  3,161 

Trade  refuse  105 


£ s.  d. 
9,967  17  9 
2,328  17  11 
Cr.  153  15  7 


14,756  ^"12,143  0 1 

This  gives  a figure  of  1 6/5 2d.  per  ton  as  compared  with  15/8id. 
per  ton  in  1955. 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  Order. 


Expenditure  £ s.  d. 

Administration  ...  ...  5 10  9 

Wages  ...  ...  ...  87  19  1 

Rat  bait  ...  ...  ...  16910 

Equipment  ...  ...  0 7 0 

Lorry  hire  ...  ...  5 19  9 


£116  6 5 

Income 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  grant  ...  53  19  10 

Business  premises  ...  ...  8 6 9 

62  6 7 

Actual  expenditure  ...  ...  £53  19  10 

1955:  £54  3s.  3d. 
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Sickness  Return  for  the 

year  1956. 

Sick 

Unpaid 

Other 

Pay 

Sickness 

time  lost 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  men  involved  25 

5 

47 

77 

2. 

Hours  lost  ...  ...  3,537 

176 

2,272 

5,985 

3. 

Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5)...  4-35% 

0-21% 

2-79% 

7-35% 

4. 

Total  number  of  men  employed 

. . . 

• • • 

35 

5. 

Possible  working  hours 

. . . 

• • • 

81,224 

6. 

Percentages  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff: 

(a)  commencement  of  period 

• • • 

• • • 

7-9 

(b)  end  of  period 

• • • 

• • • 

7*9 

7. 

Number  in  (l)  absent  through  illness 

• • • 

. • . 

27 

accident  ... 

8 

I would  like  to  conclude  my  report  with  an  expression  of  thanks 
and  farewell  to  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  A.  Laurie,  who 
left  the  Council’s  service  at  the  end  of  November.  The  staff  join  me 
in  thanking  him  for  his  co-operation  with  us  during  the  past  two- 
and-a-half  years. 

Dr.  Philip  Weyman  is  to  be  his  successor,  and  will  take  up  his 
appointment  in  February  next  year.  To  him,  we  extend  a cordial 
welcome. 

I record  my  thanks  to  my  lady  clerks,  Miss  B.  Bettison  and  Miss 
D.  Randle,  Mr.  G.  T.  Hayes,  my  assistant;  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith  and 
the  outdoor  staff  for  loyal  service,  and  colleagues  in  other  depart- 
ments for  their  helpful  co-operation. 

Finally,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Coun- 
cillor M.  Hewitt,  and  members  of  the  Council  for  their  confidence 
and  support. 

E.  MERCER. 
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